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Grubinko A.V.

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION PROCESS
AND UKRAINIAN-BRITISH RELATIONSHIP:
MODERN THEORETICAL BASIS AND PRIORITIES

. K&.Q, priority of the modern Ukrainian geopolitics is its West European
direction. Consequently, establishing of close cooperation with European
countries, their support, collaboration in terms of international organizations
was of major importance to definitely set up the independence gained before.
West European orientation is also a crucial issue for internal transformation
of ?m Ukrainian society, since Ukraine shares such democratic values and
achievements common to mankind as market relations, media open society,
based on the principles of the rule of law and ensuring of human rights and
freedom. Hence, West European vector of the Ukrainian geopolitics and the
process of the are to be considered today not as a temporary phenomenon or
aao_m._os of momentary advantage made by the authorities of the country on
certain stage of its development, but as a strategic process.

Great Britain belongs to the leading countries of the West. Since 1991 the
relationships with the latter provide Ukraine the implementation of strategic
West-European and Transatlantic directions of its foreign policy. Being a
permanent member of the Security Council of UNO, G8, the so-called
Nuclear Club, leading EU and NATO member Great Britain has become one
ﬂ, the major objects of the foreign policy of Ukraine since it gained
Eamvmsam:om. Traditionally independent viewpoint of the country on the
Euro-integration process based on the pragmatism and national interests,
historically predetermined “specific relations” with the USA, economic
potential are guaranty of the considerable influence of the nation on All-
m.uﬁovams processes. This became especially urgent during the last decade, the
time of dynamic revival of the United Kingdom as a significant and
influential force in the newest system of international relations. For that
reason, we pay special attention at the problem of European policy of the
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states in the context of the development of bilateral relations, the way the
United Kingdom estimates the place and role of Ukraine in the construction
of the united Europe in particular.

Problem of collaboration of Ukraine and Great Britain on the questions of
European integration it follows to examine as strategic direction in complex
research of the modern Ukrainian-British relations. We will mark as chance
offers, that to for some time past the subject of the Ukrainian-British relations
in modern Ukrainian historiography was it is not enough developed. Among the
last monographic researches of N.Yakovenko and V XKrushynskyi [1, 2}, in
which first in Ukrainian historiography the attempt of complex analysis of
achievements, problems and prospects of relations of two countries 1s done in
the context of basic progress trends of the modern system of international
relations. In 2005 an author gives out the monographic research devoted to
the complex concretely-historical analysis of becoming and development of
Ukrainian-British intergovernmental relations in 1991-2004 years [3]. To the
study of Euro-integration problem and separate aspects of the Ukrainian-
British relations researchers were attached 1.Hraban, V.Mayko, P.Ihnatyev,
V Dudaryov, M.Pichuhina, O.Nepritskiy etc. We will mark labour of the
British researcher RWolczuk “Ukraine’s Foreign and Security Policy 1991-
20007 [4].

Coming actuality of problem from, by an author certainly purpose of the
article — to carry out the complex analysis of theoretical approaches and
features of realization of the European policy of Great Britain in the context
of development of the Ukrainian-British relations.

European policy of Britain is rooted in the doctrine of “three spheres of
influence”, declared by W.Churchill in post-war period. The doctrine was
grounded on the traditions of British imperialism, divergence from
continental Europe, and, as the foreign policy it presupposed relationships in
terms of the British Commonwealth of Nations and partnership with the USA.
Transatlantic cooperation became a dominant factor to determine the special
role of the country in the European region system. Even after Great Britain
entered the EU in 1973, British-American relationships were considered to be
of first-rate importance in foreign policy, as it was before. As a result, British
people traditionally accepted their country «with Europe but not in Europe”
[2, 19]. Nevertheless, as time passed the doctrine underwent crucial changes,
and in the end of the 20% century the European policy of the country
counterbalanced with strategic British-American relationships. This was
promoted by the active European policy of the Labourite government headed
by T.Blair.

Having joined the cohort of the twelve countries which founded the EU
in early 90-s, Great Britain is adherent to the extension of European
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integration process to the East of Europe, this, among the rest, is
wnoaoﬁninoa by its negative attitude to the extension of federalist ﬁsag,omom
in the EU. As a theoretical basis, this position of the country has the
mozoowaoz of state centrism with the emphasis on the priority of national
Eﬁ.oﬂmﬁm [1, 81]. Taking advantage of such approaches of the policy of Great
Britain, Ukraine got an opportunity to find the latter one of the partners on the
way to the European integration.

Being a member of the European Union, Great Britain always

m:ooc.ammom the striving of Ukraine to integrate into the European community
and its structures, expressed willingness to support the country. The
Agreement on the Principles of Relationships and Cooperation (February 10
_o.owv says that “the build up of relationships between Ukraine and the szam
Kingdom will be equal and widen the relationships between Ukraine and the
EU” G.u. Great Britain expressed the vigorous political activity to support the
mﬂmns_zmmo: of the terms of cooperation between Ukraine and the EU
implemented in the Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation (APC) and
Temporary Trade Agreement. The UK was one of the first among the EU-
members to ratify the APC, encouraged Ukraine while the latter joined
European Council (1995), took an active part in the elaboration of the Joint
mqm:o.m% of the EU concerning Ukraine (1999). During the NATO summit in
Madrid on May 11, 1997 T.Blair stated: “Both in European Community and
OSCE we see Ukraine as a guarantor of peace and security in Europe and the
partner of primary importance for Great Britain” [6, 413].
. Modern relationships of Ukraine with the European Union are
implemented on the basis of “Action Plan”, worked out for 2005-2008. The
mno.ssam of the latter are the conception of “neighborhood”, which predetermines
main priorities of cooperation until the signing of the new agreement and
envisages a string of new opportunities to extend integration. The conception
described above became a response of the authorities of the EU to new
challenges, dealt with the most significant wave of the EU expansion, which
took place in 2004 and was called to provide stable relationships with the new
countries bordering on the European Commonwealth.

. In compare with the rest of the EU members, Great Britain holds the most
active position concerning settling relationships-to-be of the EU and Ukraine.
The British governmental proposal on the opportunity to grant Ukraine the
status of the “special EU neighbor” was approved at the meeting of the
foreign affairs ministers of the EU members in Luxembourg in May 15, 2002.
The initiative was ratified as the European Commission viewpoint and
promulgated in March 11, 2003 in the Communication to the EU Council and
the European Parliament called “Wide Europe — Neighborhood: a New
Framework for Relations with our Eastern and Southern Neighbors™. Without

I
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going into details of the document and the initiative, it is worth to mention,
that their clauses are rather dubious. On the one hand, new EU policy is the
means to strengthen diverse relationships with partner-countries without
depriving them the opportunity to join the EU in the long-term prospect. The
document states, that the EU declares firmness not to let new demarcation
lines drawn, encourage stability and prosperity both in terms of the EU and
beyond its borders [7]. It is envisaged the proposal for the neighboring
countries concerning the share of internal EU market and further integration
and liberalization of economic relations. On the other hand, the change in the
EU policy meant to deprive Ukraine of the real prospects to join the EU in the
mid-term prospect. Measures to solve practical questions on the expansion of
the European Union were considered by the authorities separately from
questions on further integration prospects.

The shift in the policy of the EU authorities towards Ukraine caused
critical reaction of Kyiv and was interpreted as a change in the approach to
specify the place and the role of Ukraine in Europe and its Euro-integration
prospects. The diplomat B.Tarasyuk assessed the new status of Ukraine as a
“step backwards” in the Ukraine-EU relationships. Nevertheless, the changes n
the Brussels’ policy were accompanied by the general tendencies of increasing of
pragmatism and firming tone of the dialogue with the former Ukrainian
authorities. Social-economic and political instability, insufficient dynamics of
the inner reforms, systematic violation of generally accepted democratic
principles by the supreme authorities with the President Kuchma in the lead,
lack of consolidated civil thought on the necessity of the European integration
of the country, energy dependence from Russia in the whole became the
cause for European officials to deny the determination of any prospects for
Ukraine concerning association or an opportunity of the entrance into the EU
as an equal member. As the R.Wolczuk states, the official Kyiv, being sure in
its own geopolitical importance (as a “buffer state against Russia”, strategic
transit country, the country where “East meets West”) didn’t justify the
assessment, according to which its democratic development and economic
changes are of greater importance for the EU [4, 13].

The roots of changes in the British position concerning Euro-integration
prospects of Ukraine are dealt with the general revision of the EU position,
and with peculiarities of the implementation of the governmental course of
the country. On the one hand, the changes mentioned above, are caused by the
interest of the British authorities in the stable situation on the East of Europe,
in further improvement of security and economic integration with the
countries of the region. In this context the British initiatives are exceptionally
positive. After the official promulgation of the new policy, the EU minister of
foreign affairs J.Straw assured that Great Britain is ready to stand up for
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differentiated approach to the new EU neighbors after its expansion to take
‘nto accounts the interests of Ukraine, assist, support and promote the state
[8]. A member of the European parliament Ch.Tannok declared: “I consider
Ukraine the most important European neighbor, which expressed interest to
obtain the EU member status in the long-term prospect” [9]. According to the
British MP, from the point of view of geopolitics Ukraine as a big state in
Europe is of major importance to eliminate misbalance between big and small
countries, caused by the last wave of the EU expansion.

Also, the shift of the position of Great Britain concerning European
policy was likely to be a part of a “political game” of the British authorities,
aimed at the keeping control of All-European processes, and of political
process inside the country [10, / 9]. Focusing on the necessity to reform the
united EU institutions, intensified interest in the wide spectrum of the internal
European questions proved the rectification of British authorities’ approach to
the issue of EU federalization. In addition, the British government adopted
some momentary advantage decisions, aimed at the agreement of the
positions concerning European questions with continental partners (first of all
France and German) in the condition of the foreign policy divergence with
them on the issue of the fight with terrorism and Iraq conflict. For instance,
the government denied the Ukrainian-Russian project of the finished transport
aircraft “AH-70” in favor of the European project “Airbus”. In such
conditions the UK position concerning the policy of neighborhood can be
considered as a concession to its continental partners [2, ] 95].

Hereby, as the experience of the British-Ukrainian cooperation on the
issues of Euro-integration shows, though Great Britain stays one of the
consistent adherents of the EU expansion, considering the policy which
concerns Ukraine, its authorities cannot fully neglect its European interests,
and step aside of the common tendencies in the development of the EU in the
context of the relationships between Kyiv and Brussels. But, the results of the
last six months’ British governing in the European Council (June-December,
2005) prove that the authorities see real interests and considerable prospects
for Euro-integration of Ukraine and continue policy of active encouragement
of this process. According to the results of the six months, Ukraine obtained
the status of the country with market economy, the EU confirmed approval
for Ukraine to enter WTO, the talks on liberalization of visa entry law were
launched. There was developed the way to create the conditions for the zone
of free trade and the financing of the two-fold technical programs of
cooperation increased. The parties concluded a string of contracts on increase
of the cooperation in the spheres of energy, transportation, and technical
research.

Taking into account major priorities of the development of the Ukraine-
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EU relationships, which are the basis of “Wide Europe” conception and Fw
two-fold “Action Plan”, the previous long-term experience of the cooperation
between the countries, and also modern international processes, we can
distinguish the following strate gic directions in the Ukrainian-British
relationships: .

—  development of the economic cooperation c:uanm:Nm:o.s of ﬁ.qm.aa
relations, growth of the export of capital and service, implementation of joint
investment projects); .

—  development of the new architecture of the European mwoc_,_as

1) sphere of energy security (geo-economic strategic importance of
Ukraine on the transport ways from the East to the West, in the first Ewo.o
concerning transportation of energy sources to Europe; availability of atomic
fuel);

2) sphere of military security (development om. the m:ooomm».,c_
cooperation of military forces of the countries, WB_u_oBmﬁm:os of the frontier
cooperation, development of the Euro-Atlantic partnership); o

—  implementation of the wide-spectrum objectives of humanitarian
cooperation:

1) encouragement of democratic legal standards for the development of
the society; . .

2) development of the scientific, ecological, medical cooperation,
growth of educational and cultural relationships. .

Great Britain belongs to the five leading trade partners of Ukraine and to
the three leading foreign countries-investors of the Ukrainian economy.

Interest of the More than 200 companies with British o_,m_uxm_ ».::oaos. in
Ukraine. Dynamics of two-fold trade relations between the ooza_.wmm during
the last years proves positive tendencies and considerable potential worth
saving and extending by joint efforts. .

Since late 90s British political and business circles have been expressing
interest in the prospects of the operation of the oil pipe-line :Omnmm.m.wao&mw
strategically important for Europe. According to the former Foreign affairs
minister of Ukraine A. Zlenko “British political and economic support of the
Ukrainian rout of the energy sources supply can become the crucial factor to
create considerable prospects for Ukraine as a significant partner &. the new
European power supply grid” [11]. Furthermore, a number of leading British
companies (JKX & Gas, British Petroleum Company, .Wowm_ Uior\mro:
Group) all-in-all more than ten years have been investing into the exploration
and extraction of oil and gas on the territory of Ukraine.

Great Britain regards Ukraine as a key state in the new system of
European security and defense, a favorable partner in preparation ..&a
implementation of peacemaking operations. The program of the Ukrainian-
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British bilateral cooperation in the sphere of security and defense is the most
extended for Britain in Central and Eastern Europe. For Ukraine it primarily
means to gain a guarantee of security in concern with abandonment of nuclear
weapon, encouragement of cooperation with NATO and European defense
mn.:.oanmmv assistance in reformation of Military forces and military-
engineering cooperation. Great Britain regards Ukraine as a key state in the
new system of European security and defense, a favourable partner in
preparation and implementation of peacemaking operations. Special attention
should .co paid at the tripartite Ukrainian-British-Polish cooperation, taking
place since 1996. The latter envisages annual military training, educational
programs for servicemen, peacemaking cooperation, programs of frontier
collaboration of Ukraine with Poland etc.

Oo.ovm_.m:oz of Ukraine and Great Britain on wide spectrum of
:Edm.ESam: issues envisages implementation of British programs of
technical aid. British humanitarian policy in Ukraine is targeted at
establishing of the civil society, encouraging of the integration into the
European Educational Area, solution of the wide range of urgent
humanitarian issues of today. It is worth to mention Know-How Fund,
Uoﬁm.:BmE.Om International Development, British Council which join the
carrying out of the UNO, World Bank and European Commission, OSCE
projects.

So, in the beginning of the 21 century the European Union got new traits
of quality and quantity. Its recent expansion raised the string of issues and
challenges, but in the same time it created new options for Ukraine, which has
cooo_.s.o not just its geographical neighbor, but a good neighbor-partner. In the
mosa.*:_osm of the social and political changes in the country, improvement of
its International image, the experience of cooperation obtained before,
Ukraine has all grounds to be considered as a “special neighbor” at the
present stage of the relationships with the EU.

Great Britain as a leading European nation is one of the most active*
partners of Ukraine on the way to European integration. During the last
aoomao H.:o country participates actively in all-European process, preserving
1ts own identity. These let the country preserve its special place in the cohort
of Sm.m:_.ovmm: countries. In this context Ukraine has a bright example of the
effective o.mﬂmv:mvami and implementation of its own foreign policy.

Euro-integration encouragement and pragmatic implementation of the
state continental interests distinguish the United Kingdom as a reliable
nm_.ﬁ.s.oa of Ukraine. The authorities of the country often supported Ukrainian
uom.:_o.s in the relationships with the EU, seeking their optimizing and
mxﬁms.mas. Great Britain considers the future of Europe with powerful
Ukraine. In addition, as 2005 sociological opinion polls of the European
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Commission prove, 45% of Britons support Ukraine to join the EU (35% are
against), this is on of the highest rates among the leading EU countries, it
coincides with the average rate [12]. Euro-integration strivings of our country
tally with the point of view of Great Britain on the place of Ukraine in the
modern geopolitical area. In this context it’s urgent for the authorities of
Ukraine to take into consideration the UK foreign policy and foreign
economy tendency. The country has considerable political will and economic
interests to make Ukraine-EU cooperation more fruitful.

10.

11.

12.
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