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Abstract:

Pokrétce przeanalizowano procesy odrodzenia armii ukrainskiej, jej
pierwsze zwyciestwa i porazki. Okreslony jest stosunek sil przeciwnych w
pierwszej fazie wojny rosyjsko-ukrainskiej. Przesledzono etapy masowe;j
inwazji rosyjskich wojsk regularnych na Ukraine. Okreslono specyfike
i tendencje reakcji spolecznosci miedzynarodowej na naruszenie
integralnoéci terytorialnej i suwerennoéci Ukrainy.

The processes of revival of the Ukrainian army, its first victories and
defeats are briefly analyzed. The ratio of counter-forces in the first stage of
the Russo-Ukrainian war is determined. The stages of the mass invasion
of Russian regular troops into Ukraine were traced. The peculiarities and
tendencies of the international community’s response to the violation of
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine have been determined.

Key words: Ukrainian Armed Forces, terrorists, Russian Regulatory Forces,
aggression, international community.

The beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war was hard for the Ukrainian
Armed Forces, which had been abandoned for almost two decades, and a number
of such Ukrainian military units formed from volunteers like «Azov», «Aidar,
«Dnipro», «Volunteer Ukrainian Corps», «Donbas», «Ternopil», and alike. Over
time, the Ukrainian army, which hardened in battles, intercepted the initiative
from the Russian terrorist groups, stopped them and started a counterattack.

By the mid-August 2014, about 40 thousand personnel were involved in the
antiterrorist operation: Ukraine’s armed forces — more than 32 thousand people,
5.5 thousand units of heavy weapons and military equipment; National Guard -
up to 3 thousand people; State Border Guard Service — up to 3 thousand people;
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the Secu rity Service of Ukraine — up to 2 thousand people'. The amount of these
forces was assessed as a sufficient for the accomplishment of identified tasks. The
ratio of Ukrainian forces to militants was about 1 to 1.

As of June 13, 2014, Mariupol was released from Russian terrorist forces, and
during July - middle of August of the same year two thirds of the territory of the
Donbas was liberated, in particular, such settlements as Sloviansk, Kramatorsk,
Artemivsk, Druzhkivka, Konstiantynivka, Siversk, Rubizhne, Dzerzhynsk (now
Toretsk), Soledar, Sievierodonetsk, Popasna, Lysychansk, Shakhtarsk, Debaltseve,
Avdiivka, Lutuhyne, Vuhlehirsk, Yasinuvata, Pervomaisk, Stanytsia Luhanska
and others. On August 18, a group of Ukrainian troops liberated most part of the
strategically important city of Ilovaisk, Donetsk region, which is located 25 km
away from the regional center. In addition, favorable conditions were created to
completely block the key cities of the region which were under Russian control,
such as Horlivka, Alchevsk, Stakhanov, Luhansk, and Donetsk?. It gave hope for
the successful completion of the Anti-Terrorist Operation by mid-September
2014.

Successful actions of the Ukrainian troops raised certain concerns in
the Kremlin. Therefore, at the end of August 2014, Russia started massively
introducing its regular troops into Ukraine to support Russian terrorist groups
in the Donbas region, which retreated under the pressure of Ukrainians’. At
the same time, the official Russian authorities in every possible way denied the
presence of their militaries in the Donbas. Thus, the President of the Russian
Federation, Vladimir Putin, explained that the Russian Armed Forces arrived at
the Ukrainian territory «with their weapons and equipment because they simply
got lost»*, and the leader of the self-proclaimed «DPR» Alexander Zakharchenko
was assuring that the Russian military took vacations and on their own decided

1 Amnamis BefeHHA AHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI oOmepalii Ta HacmifkiB BTOprHeHHA Pociiicpkoi
Depnepanii B Ykpainy y ceprni-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 2-3. Minicmepcmeo 060poru Yxpairu:
odiniituuit  Beb6-caiit. URL:  http://www.mil.gov.ua/content/other/anliz_rf.pdf (mara
3BepHeHH:: 23.11.2019).

2 PesynpraTtu poscnigysanus Inosaticbkoi Tparepii. I'enepanvna npoxypamypa Yxpainu. 2017.
14 cepn. URL: http://www.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_t=rec&id=213793
(mara 3BepHenHs: 23.11.2019); AHati3 BefleHHS aHTUTEPOPUCTIYHOI OIepallil Ta HaCIiAKiB
BTOprHeHH: Pociricbkoi Penepanii B Ykpainy y cepmri-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 5-10, 13-14...

3 Pesynbratu poscrifyBanHA I/0BaiichKoi Tparepii...

4 Tlomoueni Ha JloH6aci BiticbkoBi P®: KOCTpOMCBKi ZeCaHTHUKM, HU>KHBOTOPOJCHKI TAHKICTH
ta crerHasiBui 3 Tonparti. Tuxoenv.ua. 2015. 18 Tpas. URL: http://tyzhden.ua/News/136635
(mara 3BepHenHs: 23.11.2019).
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to fight on the side of the militants®. In general, the massive invasion of the
Russian regular troops into Ukraine led to the transformation of the anti-terrorist
operation into a full-scale war between Ukraine and the Russian Federation.

The first penetration of the Russian regular troops and military equipment in
Ukraine took place long before August 2014. Thus, on June 12, a column consisting
of three T-64 BW tanks entered the Ukrainian territory from the Russian
Federation; going through the settlements of Snizhne, Torez (now Chystiakove),
and Makiivka of Donetsk region, it reached the regional center. A week later, on
June 20, five tanks of the same model arrived from Russia®. On July 13, a large
column of military equipment, moving from the territory of Russia, crossed the
Russian-Ukrainian border near the checkpoint «Izvaryne» in Luhansk region.
The column was destroyed by Ukrainian artillery. According to the commander-
in-chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, General Viktor Muzhenko, it became a
«psychological barrier» to the awareness of Ukraine’s entry into the «phase of the
open warfare»” with the Russian Federation.

During August, the enemy received a quantitative advantage due to the phased
invasion of the Russian army, which was preceded by a powerful information and
psychological operation. Since the end of August, such invasions have become
systematic and massive®. In particular, on August 22, the Russian-Ukrainian state
border was illegally crossed by the first <humanitarian convoy», consisting of 280
KamAZs with a cargo from Russia for the residents of the occupied regions of
Donetsk and Luhansk regions’. Thus, creating an impression of a humanitarian

5 «IIpem’ep» JJHP posmnoBiB Hpo poCificbKMX BiliCbKOBUX, SKi BOIIOTb Ha JoHOaci.
Koppecnondenm.net.  2014. 28 cepn. URL: https://ua.korrespondent.net/ukraine/
politics/3411228-premier-dnr-rozpoviv-pro-rosiiskykh-viiskovykh-yaki-vouiuit-na-donbasi
(mara 3BepHenHs: 23.11.2019).

6 XupoxoB M. UeMm ykpamHckie TaHKM Ha JJoHOacce okasanuch aydire poccuitickux. Depo.ua.
2016. 18 mapt. URL: https://www.depo.ua/rus/war/tanki-u-viyni-na-donbasi-18032016200000
(mara sBepHeHHs: 23.11.2019); Byrycos 0. 12 yepBHsA 2014 poKy — meplie 3aCTOCYBaHHSHA
pociiicokux tankis T-641BTPis yittni na Jou6aci. IJensop. HET. 2016. - 20 yeps. URL: https://
ua.censor.net.ua/resonance/394183/12_chervnya_2014_r0ku_pershe_zastosuvannya_
rosiyiskyh_tankiv_t64_i_btriv_u_viyini_na_donbasi (gara sBeprHenns: 23.11.2019).

7 Pomenko O. MyxeHKO po3moBiB mpo BToprHeHHsA P® B VkpaiHy i modaTok «Bigkpmuroi
BiltHW».  Ykpaincoka npaeda. 2018. 28 cepm. URL: https://www.pravda.com.ua/
news/2018/08/28/7190405/ (mata 3BepuenHs: 23.11.2019).

8 Pesynbratu poscrifyBanHA [moBaiichKoi Tparepii...

9 PB OOH repMiHOBO 30MpaEeTbcsA Ha 3aciffaHHA Yepe3 IMPOPUB I'yMAaHITAPHOTO KOHBOIO 3
P® na teputopito Ykpaiun. 112.ua. 2014. 22 cepn. URL: https://ua.112.ua/polityka/rb-oon-
terminovo-zbirayetsya-na-zasidannya-cherez-proriv-gumanitarnogo-konvoyu-z-rf-na-
teritoriyu-ukrayini-105493.html (gara sBeprenHs: 23.11.2019).
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assistance to the local population'’, the Russian Federation was supplying Russian
terrorist troops with weapons, ammunition and live fighting force, and at the
same time taking from Ukraine stolen enterprises and equipment from mines
and factories, coal, and bodies of dead Russians". In general, as of November
26, 2020, 100 Russian «<humanitarian convoys»'? entered the territory of Ukraine
without proper examination by Ukrainian border guards (in accordance with the
established procedures).

On August 23, 2014, the State Border Guard Service (SBGS) of Ukraine
reported on columns of armored vehicles moving from the territory of the Russian
Federation in the direction of the settlements of Amvrosiivka and Kuteinykove
of Amvrosiivka district of Donetsk region", where the Ukrainian forces were
stationed. The next day, when Ukrainians celebrated the Independence Day,
Russian regular troops’ invasion of Ukraine has become massive. According
to the Main Military Prosecutor’s Office, 9 battalion-tactical groups (BTGr) of

10 Kawmian I. CIIIA: ckmap BaHTa)XiBOK KOHBOIO P® 10 YKpainm 3MiHMBCA, TOKM criocTepiraui
He 6aummm. Tonoc Amepuxu. 2018. 1 4yeps. URL: https://ukrainian.voanews.com/a/sklad-
vantazhivok-konvoju-zminuvsja/4419101.html (mata sBepHenHs: 23.11.2019); CIIA: Pocis
MAacKye y «'yMKOHBOAX» o OPIIJIO Marepianm fd BilicbKoBUX Linelt. Ykpaincvka npasoa.
2018. 2 geps. URL: https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2018/06/2/7182112/ (zata 3BepHeHHsI:
23.11.2019).

11 Pocis Bignpasnse go YKkpainu 60/10BUKiB Ta 30poIo IIij] BUOM I'yMaHiTapHOI JOIIOMOTY, —
PHEO. iPress.ua. 2014. 4 nun. URL: http://ipress.ua/news/rosiya_vidpravlyaie_do_ukrainy_
boyovykiv_ta_zbroyu_pid_vydom_gumanitarnoi_dopomogy__rnbo_73058.html (mara
3BepHeHH:: 23.11.2019); IIpo Brparu 3C Pocii B Ykpaini. Ingopmayitino-ananimuunui
uenmp Hayionanvroi 6e3nexu Ykpainu. 2014. 5 sep. URL: http://mediarnbo.org/2014/09/05/
pro-vtrati-zs-rosiyi-v-ukrayini/ (maTa sBepHenHs: 23.11.2019); BaHTaXiBKM 3 Tak 3BaHOTO
«TYMKOHBOIO» BUBO3MIM 3 YKpaiHum 3arubnux pociiicekux conparis, - PHBO. iPress.ua.
2014. 4 muct. URL: http://ipress.ua/news/vantazhivky_z_tak_zvanogo_gumkonvoyu_
vyvozyly_z_ukrainy_zagyblyh_rosiyskyh_soldativ__rnbo_93618.html (mata 3sBepHeHHs:
23.11.2019); YKpaiHCbKMM HPUKOPAOHHMKAM i TpeficTaBHMKaM YepBoHOTro XpecTa He janu
ornAHyTHU 175 BaHTaXiBOK «TyMKOHBOI0» PD. YHIAH. 2015. 8 mot. URL: https://www.unian.
ua/politics/1041613-ukrajinskim-prikordonnikam-i-predstavnikam-chervonogo-hresta-ne-
dali-oglyanuti-175-vantajivok-gumkonvoyu-rf.html (gara sBepuenns: 23.11.2019).

12 100-s1 rymarnTapHas komonHa MYC Poccun Bermomania csoo 3agavy. MUC Poccnn. 2020.
26 Hos6. URL: https://www.mchs.gov.ru/deyatelnost/press-centr/novosti/4316291 (para
obpamtennst: 27.11.2020).

13 Ilpomixmmit 3Bir TCK 3 poscmigyBanHA TpariuHumx mopit mif ImoBaiicekom:
MOBHUII TeKCT. Ykpaincoxa npasda. 2014. 20 >xoBr. URL: https://www.pravda.com.ua/
articles/2014/10/20/7041381/ (marta 3BepreHHs: 23.11.2019).
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the Armed Forces of Russia'** have crossed the state border with a total of 3,5
thousand personnel, up to 60 tanks, up to 320 armored vehicles, up to 60 guns,
up to 45 mortars, 5 anti-tank missile systems (ATMS) °.

In order to deceive and continue the treacherous murders of Ukrainian soldiers,
identifying marks on the Russian military equipment were removed and covered
in advance, and instead they put identifying marks of the Ukrainian units on
Russian military equipment, which is prohibited by the Geneva Convention'®.
Russian servicemen, violating international law, also did not have any documents
or identification signs on their uniforms"”. On August 27, a column of the Russian
military equipment, having in possession 100 units of tanks, infantry fighting
vehicles (MICV), armored personnel carriers (APC), multiple rocket launchers
(MRL) «Grad» has passed in the direction of the Starobesheve and Telmanove
(now Boikivske) villages in Donetsk region; in the direction of the settlements of
Dibrovka and Dmytrivka — Russian column of 6 units of «Grads» and 8 trucks
of KamAZ and «Ural» with militants; in the city of Amvrosiivka - 5 Russian

14 According to other data, at that time up to 8 battalion tactical groups of the Armed Forces of
the Russian Federation were deployed in Ukraine:

o  to Luhansk direction - four (mixed BTGr from the 61st Separate Marine Regiment
and 200th Separate Motorized Brigade of the Northern Fleet of the Western
Military District (VO), two BTGr from the 104th Airborne Assault Regiment of
the 76th Airborne Assault Division and 20th Separate Motorized Infantry Brigade
of the Southern VO, BTGr from the 247th Landing and Assault Regiment of the 7th
Airborne Assault Division of airborne troops);

o to Donetsk - four (BTGr from the 247th Landing and Assault Regiment of the 7th
Airborne Assault Division of Airborne Troops, two BTGr from the 331st Airborne
Regiment of the 98th Airborne Division and 19th Separate Motorized Infantry
Brigade of the South VO, BTGr of the 56th Separate Airborne Assault Brigade of
Airborne Troops).

Mentioned battalion tactical groups were reinforced by special units from: the 10th
and 22nd Special Brigades for the Special Mission of the South VO; 346th Special Brigade
of Special Purpose and 25th Special Regiment of Special Purpose 49A of Southern VO; 24th
Special Brigade of Special Purpose of the Central VO and 45th Separate Special-Purpose
Regiment of Airborne Troops, as well as 8th Separate Motorized Infantry Brigade 58A of the
Southern VO.

In general, the grouping of the Armed Forces of the RF consisted of: the personnel -

more than 6 thousand people, tanks — up to 70 units, armored combat vehicles — up to 270
units, artillery systems — up to 90 units, rocket launchers — up to 85 units [Anani3 BefjeHHA
AHTUTEPOPUCTUYHOI OTlepalii Ta HacnifgKiB BropraeHHsa Pociiicpbkoi @enepanii B Ykpainy y
cepnHi-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 16...].

15 PesynbraTu poscinigysanHA [10BaiicbKol Tparepii...

16 PesynpraTtu poscinigysanHA [10BaiicbKol Tparepii...

17 Amnanis BefleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI omepalii Ta HacmifKiB BTOprHeHHA Pociiicbkoi
Depeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnni-Bepecni 2014 poky. C. 15...
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armored personnel carriers and KamAZ with fighters's.

The report of the Russian army’s massive invasion of Ukraine came from
both the Ukrainian military intelligence'* and foreign journalists and officials,
including Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaité, NATO General Secretary
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the U.S. State Department spokeswoman Jennifer
Psaki, Foreign Minister of Sweden Carl Bildt and others®. Even the adviser of
the President of the Russian Federation V. Putin on human rights Ella Polyakova
officially acknowledged the fact of direct Russian military invasion. «When a
large number of people, following orders of commanders, are crossing the border
by tanks, BTRs and using heavy weapons, and then finding themselves on the
territory of another country, I consider it an invasion,»” she said.

On September 3, 2014, American President Barack Obama openly noted the
fact that the participation of «Russian combat units with Russian weapons and

18 V 6ix TelbMaHOBOTO pyIIN/Ia KOIOHA TeXHiKM 3 coTHi TaHKiB, BTPiB Ta «rpagis». TCH. 2014.
27 cepm. URL: https://tsn.ua/politika/u-bik-telmanovogo-rushila-kolona-tehniki-z-sotni-
tankiv-btriv-ta-gradiv-365096.html (zaTa sBepHenHs: 23.11.2019).

19 According to the Ukrainian military, intelligence information on the crossing of the state
border of Ukraine by military columns of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation
appeared at the headquarters of the ATO and the General Staff on August 25, 2014, and the
fact of the invasion of the regular units of the Russian Federation was finally confirmed on
August 26 that year after capturing the airborne troops of the Armed Forces of the RF [Anarnis
BeleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTUYHOI onepalii Ta HacnigKiB BroprHeHH:A Pociiicbkoi Pepepanii B
Ykpainy y cepnHi-Bepechi 2014 poky. C. 15...].

At the same time, as already mentioned, the Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and at the
same time the Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, General V. Muzhenko, ordered
on July 13, 2014, to destroy a large column of the military equipment that moved from the
territory of Russia and crossed the Russian-Ukrainian border near the checkpoint «Izvarne».
Such a misunderstanding in the interpretation of the intelligence information can only
be explained by the fact that the staff of the ATO till the last minute were not sure of the
reliability of information. «A bunch of information,» recalled General V. Muzhenko, «but
nobody could clearly explain whether this is a reliable information... 90% of the information
that was coming was disinformation» [Pomenxo O. My»XeHKO pO3IIOBiB I1po BTOprueHH:a PO
B YKpaiHy i TO4aTOK «BiZKpUTOI BiltHMU»...].

20 HATO nagano ¢oTofoKasy NPOHMKHEHHS pOCiiichkoi apmii B Ykpaiuy. IHopmauiiiro-
ananimuunuil yenmp Hayionanonoi 6esnexu Ykpainu. 2014. 28 cepn. URL: http://mediarnbo.
org/2014/08/28/nato-oprilyudnilo-fotodokazi-proniknennya-rosiyskoyi-artileriyi-v-
ukrayinu/ (mara 3BepHenHs: 23.11.2019); YepBonenko B. Xto Boroe Ha CXofji: XpOHO/IOTis
cBijueHb mpo pociiiceki Biiicbka. BBC Ykpaina. 2014. 2 Bep. URL: https://www.bbc.
com/ukrainian/politics/2014/09/140902 _russian_army_ukraine_debate_vc.shtml (mara
3BepHeHH:: 23.11.2019); Pe3oHaHC : 610/eTeHb MaTepiasiB, MiroToBIeHNX Ha 6asi aHasi3y
omepaTuBHOI iH(oOpManii enreKTpOHHUX BUAaHb. Jodamok 0o xypHany «Ykpaina: nooii,
paxmu, komenmapi». 2014. Ne 66 (4 Bep.). C. 10-11.

21 Pesonawuc : 610meteHs Matepianis... C. 12.
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Russian tanks» was «beyond doubt»*>. On October 2 of that year, the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted a resolution recognizing the invasion
of Russia’s regular troops in Ukraine®.

Data on the number of Russian troops in the ORDLO at the beginning of
the war vary, since it is difficult to draw a line between the regular parts of the
Russian Armed Forces and terrorist groups, which include both Russian citizens
and local colonialists, who are headed by personnel officers of the Russian regular
troops. Thus, the head of the Union of the Committees of Soldiers’ Mothers of
Russia Valentina Melnikova, reported on August 28, 2014, that, according to
preliminary estimates, about 15 thousand Russian soldiers fought in Ukraine*.
NATO specialists, as of September of that year, reported about 3,000 Russian
soldiers and officers®. According to the Minister of Defence Valerii Heletei,
Russia has begun to actively increase the number of its troops in Ukraine since
August 1, 2014, and on August 25 there were already about 6.5 thousand Russian
militaries in Ukraine, but then, after the arrival of OSCE observers, part of these
troops were demonstratively pulled out, leaving up to 3.5 thousand people®.
Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine Arsen Avakov estimated the number
of the Russian militaries on the East of our country at about 4 to 7 thousand
people”. According to the well-known Ukrainian journalist, editor-in-chief
of the site Tsensor.net Yurii Butusov, the Russian group, which took positions
near Donetsk, Starobesheve, Kuteinykove and Novyi Svit of the Starobeshivskyi
district of Donetsk region, was reinforced by special units of the GRU and
artillery units of the North Caucasus Military District and amounted to at least

22 O6ama sBunyBatuB Pocito B arpecii mpotu Ykpainu. €sponeticoka npasoa. 2014. 3 sep. URL:
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/news/2014/09/3/7025659/ (nata 3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

23 PimeHHs KepiBHMX opraHiB Pagy €Bponu cTocoBHO curyanii B ABTOHOMHI Pecmy6mini
Kpum ta micti CeBacronons. Ykpaincoke npaso. 2017. 12 Tpas. URL: http://ukrainepravo.
com/international_law/public_international_law/ukyyerrya-nyeukvrysh-sugarkv-uaey-
zhvusty-fkhsfsvrs-fykhtsashchkl-v-avkhsrsprkm-uyefttsbokshchk-nuyp/ (mara 3BephenHs:
23.11.2019).

24 Kowirter conparcpkux mMarepiB P®: Jlo Ykpainu Bignpasuu 15 THc. BificbKOBOCTY>KOOBIIiB.
Pakypc : rpomajcbko-ipaBoBuit moprtat. 2014. 28 cepn. URL: http://racurs.ua/ua/n33881-
komitet-soldatskyh-materiv-rf-do-ukrayiny-vidpravyly-15-tys-viyskovoslujbovciv (mara
3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

25 Ha Jlon6aci BOIIOTb KibkKa THUCAY POCIMCHKUX BiiicbkoBUX — mKkepeno B HATO. Padio
Ces0600a.2014. 4 Bep. URL: https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/26566657.html (zaTa sBepHeHH:
23.11.2019); PociiicbKo-yKpalHChKUIT KOH(IIKT: CTaH, HACHifKY, EPCHEKTUBU PO3BUTKY
TIOfLii : aHamiTU4YHa fonoBinb lentpy PasymkoBa. HauionanvHa 6e3nexa i o6opora. 2014. Ne
5-6.C. 8.

26 B Yxpaiui nepebyBae nmoHajn 3 TucsA4i pociiicbkux BijicbkoBux — I'enereit. Padio Ceoboda.
2014. 14 Bep. URL: https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/26583309.html (mara 3BepHeHHs:
23.11.2019).

27 Pociiicbko-yKpalHCbKMIT KOHQIIKT: CTaH, HACTiIKM, TIEPCHEKTUBY PO3BUTKY MOAiiL... C. 8.
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7-8 thousand people.?®

In November 2014, the Russian military contingent in the ORDLO, according
to the SBU, was about 7,500 militaries”. In December of that year, according to
the estimates of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 32,400 fighters
fought against the forces of the ATO, of which 6-10 thousand were servicemen
of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation®. As of mid-January 2015, hostile
forces had 542 tanks, up to 990 armored combat vehicles, 694 artillery systems,
including RSZV, 4 Tochka-U rocket complexes, and 57 rocket systems. Also, along
the Eastern part of the Russian-Ukrainian border, about 52,000 Russian troops,
more than 300 tanks, 1,800 armored combat vehicles, over 750 artillery systems
of salvo fire, and 360 warplanes and rotor-winged aircraft were in complete
alertness®. Subsequently, at the border with Ukraine, four rocket brigades of
Iskander ground-level tactical missile complexes with nuclear warheads were
assembled®, the maximum damage range of which could reach 700 km.

Despite the violations of international rules of conduct, the outright cynicism
of Russia’s undeclared war against Ukraine was revealed also by the fact that the
RF Armed Forces were systematically firing missiles from long-range guns such

28 JKypuamnict: B paiioHi JloHelbka IepebyBae O11M3bKO 8 TUC. POCIICBKMX BiliCHKOBMX.
Tusoenv.ua. 2014. 1 Bep. URL: http://tyzhden.ua/News/118088 (naTa 3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

29 CBY Hnacumrana Ha [loHb6acce 7,5 THICAY POCCUIICKUX BOeHHBIX. Koppecnondenm.net. 2014.
26 Hos6. URL: https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/3448649-sbu-naschytala-na-donbasse-75-
tysiach-rossyiskykh-voennykh (nara sepuenss: 23.11.2019).

30 Ha JJoubaci Bowe 32 Tucsavi 60itoBuKiB: 3 Hux mo 10 tmcsa4 BiticbkoBux PO - TeHmrab.
Yipaincvoka npasoa.2014. 4 rpyn. URL: https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/12/4/7046459/
(mara 3BepHenHst: 23.11.2019).

31 Typ4mMHOB PO3MHOBiB NpO BilICbKOBY Milb cemapatuctis. Koppecnondenm.net. 2015. 15 cid.
URL: https://ua.korrespondent.net/ukraine/3466915-turchynov-rozpoviv-pro-viiskovu-
mits-separatystiv (ara 3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

32 Tenepan posmnoBiB mpo posmimeHHsa Pocielo spepHoi 36poi Ha KOpmoHi 3 YkpaiHolo.
YHIAH. 2018. 3 cepn. URL: https://www.unian.ua/war/10150511-general-rozpoviv-pro-
rozmishchennya-rosiyeyu-yadernoji-zbroji-na-kordoni-z-ukrajinoyu.html (nara sepHenHA:
23.11.2019).
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as Grad and Hurricane from its territory to the Ukrainian positions™ in certain
districts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions.**

Only from July 9 to September 5, 2014, the State Border Guard Service and the

National Security and Defense Council (NSDC) of Ukraine reported more than
120 attacks of the Russian artillery from the territory of the Russian Federation.*

At the same time, Ukrainian gunners who showed themselves in the best way

during the Russian-Ukrainian war did not shoot in response, in order not to
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The Russians resorted to insidious tactics in conspiracy with the terrorists. At first, militants
from our territory started firing at Russia, then as if in response, the positions of the Ukrainian
border guards and the Armed Forces were fired from the Russian Federation. Another tactic,
which was repeatedly used by Russians - the shelling of our militaries and border guards from
the Russian «Grad» installations, which crossed the border and drove into the territory of
Ukraine, shot our positions and returned. This was recorded twice: on July 16, when 5 artillery
units and 2 armored personnel carriers drove 60m into Ukrainian land near Amvrosiivka, as
well as on July 21, when 14 artillery units deployed to the territory of Ukraine for 1.5 km
near the village of Shevchenkove in Donetsk region [[IpukopponHuky 3asHanu 153 Hanazis
Ta 06¢Tpinis 3 Teputopii Pocii. Inpopmanitno-ananitnanui neHTp HarioHaapHol 6e3mexn
Ykpaiam. 2014. 29 nun. URL: http://mediarnbo.org/2014/07/29/prikordonniki-zaznali-153-
napadiv-ta-obstriliv-z-teritoriyi-rosiyi/ (0ama 3eepnenns: 23.11.2019)]. Also, Russians were
actively involving their cadets-gunners in firing of the Ukrainian positions. It was confirmed
that in the summer of 2014, the cadets of the Kolomna Higher Artillery Command School
of the Russian Federation took part in the artillery shellings of the Ukrainian soldiers on
Savur-Mohyla, «taking the state examinations» in this way. Similarly, the Russian cadets-
gunners were taking their exams on combat shooting by firing the Ukrainian marines in
the village of Shyrokyne in Volnovakha district of Donetsk region at the end of 2016 from
the occupied Novoazovsk [Kypcantu 3 PO 3gaBanu icnint, obcrpintoroun CaByp-Moruny
- Mino6opouu. JIzepkano twxHsA. 2014. 9 xmoem. URL: https://dt.ua/UKRAINE/kursanti-
z-rf-zdavali-ispit-obstrilyuyuchi-savur-mogilu-minoboroni-153276_.html (dama 3eepHeHHA:
23.11.2019); <Y Hosoaszoscvk npuixanu pociiicvki Kypcanmu-apmunepucmu. 30aiomo 3aniku 3
60110601 cmpinvbu. O0un o6cmpin 6ys — 3#o00Ho020 npomaxy», — mopuixu 3CY B lllupoknHOMY.
ITensop.HET. 2016. 20 epyod. URL: https://ua.censor.net.ua/video_news/420152/u_novoazovsk_
pryyihaly_rosiyiski_kursantyartylerysty_zdayut_zaliky_z_boyiovoyi_strilby_odyn_obstril
(0ama 3eepHenns: 23.11.2019)].

OBCE 3adikcyBana obcrpinu Ykpaium 3 tepuropii Pocii. Ingopmayitino-ananimuunuil
uenmp Hauionanvroi 6e3nexu Ykpainu. 2014. 4 sep. URL: http://mediarnbo.org/2014/09/04/
obsye-zafiksuvala-obstrili-ukrayini-z-teritoriyi-rosiyi/  (mara 3BepHenHsa: 23.11.2019);
CynytHukosi ¢oTopmokasyu pakeTHux ymapiB 3 Tepuropii Pocii (poTo). IHpopmayiiiro-
ananimuunuti yenmp Hayionanvuoi 6esnexu Yxpainu. 2014. 28 mun. URL: http://mediarnbo.
org/2014/07/28/suputnikovi-fotodokazi-raketnih-udariv-z-teritoriyi-rosiyi-foto/ (mara
3BepHeHHS: 23.11.2019); Pesynbratu poscnigyBanH:A IoBaricbKoi Tparenii...; AHasIi3 BeieHH
AHTUTEPOPUCTUYHOI ollepalii Ta HacmifgKiB BroprueHHsa Pociiicpbkoi @enepanii B Ykpainy y
cepmHi-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 11, 12-13...

KaxPoccusto6¢cTpennBaia YKpanHy co CBOeit TeppUTOPUIL: JOKYMEHTa/IbHbIE CBI/ETENbCTBA
/ Woun Keitc n pgp. Xeuns. 2015. 18 ¢esp. URL: http://hvylya.net/analytics/politics/kak-
rossiya-obstrelivala-ukrainu-so-svoey-territorii-dokumentalnyie-svidetelstva.html ~ (gara
3BepHeHH:: 23.11.2019).
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provoke the Russian Federation to a full-scale aggression®. Taking advantage of
impunity, Russians, in particular, at the night of July 11, 2014, using a reactive
artillery from their territory caused a powerful explosion at the base camp of
Ukrainian soldiers near the village Zelenopillia of Sverdlovsk (now Dovzhanskyi)
district of Luhansk region. As a result, the personnel and equipment of Ukrainian
units suffered considerable losses: 30 militaries of the Armed Forces and 6 border
guards, among them Major General (posthumously) Thor Momot, died”, 120
were wounded or had contusions®. This was the first direct massive use of the
Russian troops against the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

On July 13, Russian artillery launched a permanent shelling of the combined
task forces «Kordon»*, which carried out the task of overlapping an open area
of the state border to prevent the enemy from supplying weapons, ammunition,
and support of the living force of the militants from the territory of the Russian
Federation. From August 22, the Ukrainian troops under the city of Ilovaisk
of Donetsk region were subjected to a regular artillery shelling®. In general,
as the Bellingcat International Journalist Investigation Agency has established
on the basis of a satellite data, only during the summer of 2014, more than 300
bombardments of Ukrainian positions in certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions from the RZSV installations were carried out from the territory of Rostov
and Belgorod regions of the Russian Federation. Russian soldiers fired at least in

36 AmnHamis BJeHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI omepalii Ta HacmifikiB BTOprHeHHsA Pociiicbkol
Depeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnHi-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 1, 24...

37 According to other data, 39 soldiers of 24th and 79th brigades of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
and the State Border Guard Service died [[Ipyra piunuiia rparenii mip 3eneHomimnam: y Mictax
Yxpainu srafanu 6iiiiis, 3arn6namx yHacmifox pociiicekoro aprymapy. Llensop.HET. 2016.
12 nun. URL: https://ua.censor.net.ua/photo_news/397006/druga_richnytsya_tragediyi_pid_
zelenopillyam_u_mistah_ukrayiny_zgadaly_biyitsiv_zagyblyh_unaslidok_rosiyiskogo (dama
3gepHenns: 23.11.2019); 39 3aeubnux, comui NOPAHeHUX — POKOBUHU POCILiCbK020 PaKemH020
obcmpiny nio 3enenoninnam (noimenHuil cnucox, gomo, 6ideo). BiiicbkoBmit HapiraTop
Yxpaiun. 2017. 11 nun. URL: http://milnavigator.com.ua/archives/7192 (0ama 36epHeHH:
23.11.2019)].

38 3enenomninna. Knuea nam’smi noneenux 3a Yxpainy. 2014-2018. URL: http://memorybook.org.
ua/operations/zelenopillya.htm (mara sBepHenHs: 23.11.2019); Tunuenko 5. 3emeHomis:
crioraj odinepa. Tusxmoenv.ua. 2016. 14 mun. URL: http://tyzhden.ua/Society/169544 (mara
3BepHeHH:: 23.11.2019).

39 IlpukopmoHHMKM 3a3Hamu 153 HamapniB Ta obcTpiniB 3 Tepuropii Pocii. Ingopmayitino-
ananimuunuil ueump Hayionanvroi 6esnexu Yxpainu. 2014. 29 mum. URL: http://mediarnbo.
0rg/2014/07/29/prikordonniki-zaznali-153-napadiv-ta-obstriliv-z-teritoriyi-rosiyi/ (mara
3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

40 Amnanis BefleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI omepalii Ta HaclifkiB BToprHeHHA Pociiicpkoi
Depeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnni-Bepecni 2014 poxky. C. 3, 17, 19...
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five directions*, thus creating a fire advantage of their units.

The limited use of aviation has significantly reduced the effectiveness of the
Ukrainian defenders. This was due to the use of air defense assets, primarily
MANPADS by the Russian military formations. As a result, by mid-August 2014,
Ukraine lost 11 planes and 9 rotor-winged aircrafts*?. As a result, our troops were
deprived of help from the air

The battle of Ilovaisk (August 23-30, 2014), a tragic page in the Russian-
Ukrainian war, is the encirclement of a group of Ukrainian troops of about
1,200 soldiers*’ by regular units of the Russian Armed Forces and militants of
the Russian terrorist groups near the Russian-Ukrainian war zone near the city
of Ilovaisk (Donetsk region). It was primarily caused by the massive Russian
Regular Forces’ invasion of Ukraine. In addition to the main reason, the regular
parts of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation’s*** direct invasion and
their quantitative and qualitative advantage compared to the Ukrainian troops,
the battle’s outcome was also caused by the small number of Ukrainian units
which would be able to provide a long line of the front, their exhaustion and
demoralization as a result of artillery shelling from the territory of the Russian

41 Pociiicpki «I'pagm» 6inpure 300 pasiB obcrpimoBany Teputopito Ykpaiunm - Bellingcat.
Hsepxano muxrs. 2016. 17 xsir. URL: https://dt.ua/UKRAINE/rosiyski-gradi-bilshe-300-
raziv-obstrilyuvali-teritoriyu-ukrayini-bellingcat-205961_.html/: ¢ot. (mara 3sBepHeHH::
23.11.2019).

42 Amnanis BefleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI oOmepalii Ta HaclifKiB BTOprHeHHA Pociiicbkoi
Depeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnni-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 13...

43 Amnanis BefleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI omepalii Ta HaclifkiB BTOprHeHHA Pociiicpkoi
Qepeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnni-Bepecni 2014 poky. C. 3...

44 Commenting on the Ilovaisk tragedy, Colonel Oleksii Nozdrachov, the Head of the Military-
Civilian Cooperation Department of the Armed Forces, admitted that no one expected the
direct invasion of Russia: «When in the evening of August 22 [2014 - M.L.] we were returning
to the command point of sector B, the situation has developed in such a way that nobody
could even imagine that there would be an invasion of the Russian troops. Everyone, from
the commander [of the sector B of the forces of the Antiterrorist Operation. - M. L.] General
R. Khomchak to the last soldier, I hope, believed that in the near future we would liberate all
territory of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, and peace would be restored» [ITix InmoBaiicbkom
6ymno B6uTo 200 pociiicbknx BilicbkoBux — Mino6opoun. JIITABisnecIngopm. 2018. 28 cepn.
URL: http://ua.news.liga.net/cryminal/news/pid-ilovaysk-bulo-vbito-200-rosiyskih-viyskovih--
-minoboroni (0ama 36eprenns: 23.11.2019)].
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Federation®, which were prohibited to respond to, the mistakes of the Ukrainian
command and the loss of its command of the army, which in such conditions lost
its combat capability*.

According to the Main Military Prosecutor’s Office, the total number of
Russian troops during the fighting near Ilovaisk exceeded 16 thousand people*
(including, according to estimates of the representative of the Central Research
Institute of the Armed Forces of Ukraine Colonel Viktor Shydliukh, more than
4 thousand regular military personnel units of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation*). During the departure of Ukrainians from the surrounding in the
city of Ilovaisk, the ratio of the main forces and equipment of the parties was
in favor of the enemy in the following proportions: personnel - 1:18, tanks —
1:11, armored equipment - 1:16, artillery - 1:15, «<Hail»- 1:24*. At that time, the
Russian armed forces dislocated along the Eastern part of the state border of
Ukraine included: 35 battalion-tactical and rota-tactical groups, at least 45,100
servicemen, 160 tanks, 1,360 armored vehicles, 350 artillery units, 130 units of
multiple rocket launchers, 192 combat aircrafts, 137 torpedoes™.

On August 29, despite the Russian side’s assurances that they would freely

45 According to the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, approximately 200 units
of the Russian artillery took part in the massive artillery shell on Ukrainian positions
from the territory of Russia [Ananis TenepanbpHoro mraby 3CY mono 60iioBuX fili Ha
JebanpieBcbkoMy mnanpapmi 3 27 ciuna go 18 mororo 2015 poxy. MiHicTepcTBo 060poHNU
Ykpainn : odiuiitanit Be6-caiit. 2016. 3 mor. URL: http://www.mil.gov.ua/analitichni-
materiali/analiz-generalnogo-shtabu-zsu-shhodo-bojovih-dij-na-debalczevskomu-
placzdarmi-z-27-sichnya-do-18-lyutogo-2015-roku.html (0ama sseprenns: 23.11.2019)].

46 3 Ttepuropii Pocii ob6crpimorors cunmm ATO rta ykpaiHcpKi cema. IHgopmauiiino-
ananimuunuil yenmp HayionanoHoi 6esnexu Ykpainu. 2014. 21 cepn. URL: http://mediarnbo.
0rg/2014/08/21/z-teritoriyi-rosiyi-obstrilyuyut-sili-ato-ta-ukrayinski-sela/ (gara 3BepHeHHs:
23.11.2019); AHani3 BeleHHS aHTUTEPOPUCTUYHOI olepanii Ta HACAifKiB BTOPrHEHHS
Pociiicpkoi @epmepanii B Ykpainy y cepmni-Bepecui 2014 poky. C. 16-18, 24...; Pesynpratn
poscnifyBanHsa Inosaricbkoi Tpareqii...

47 TIIV ompumogHNIa pesynbTaTyi po3ciigyBanHs [nosaiicbkoi Tparenii. Tusdenv.ua. 2017. 14
cepm. URL: http://tyzhden.ua/News/198172 (nara 3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

48 TIpu 6o0sx 3a InoBaiicbk B YKpainy Broprancs 6inbiie 4 tuc. BificbkoBux P®, — HIII 3CY.
PBK-Yxpaina. 2015. 13 cepn. URL: https://www.rbc.ua/ukr/news/boyah-ilovaysk-ukrainu-
vtorglis-tys-voennyh-1439468929.html (nara sBepHenHs: 23.11.2019).

49 PesynbraTu poscnifyBaHHA InoBajicbkoi Tparenii...

50 Pesynbratu poscrifyBanHA ImoBaiichKoi Tparepii...
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release the surrounded people®, using heavy armament, and directly following an
order of the command of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Russia*?, they
shot Ukrainian military servicemen with pre-arranged tactically advantageous
fire positions.

As aresult of these criminal actions of Russia, according to far from complete
official data, 366 Ukrainian fighters were killed, 429 were injured, and 300 were
captured. Also, the Russians shot three of their troop’s militants, who were part
of the Ukrainian colony as prisoners and, according to the agreement, had to be
transferred to the Russian side after leaving the surrounded area. In addition,
ATO forces lost their weapons and military equipment valued at nearly 300
million UAH during the battle near Ilovaisk®.

To sum up, it should be noted that after the massive introduction of Russian
troops into the territory of Ukraine and the tragedy near Ilovaisk, Ukrainian
forces were forced to retreat. They left the following settlements: Novoazovsk,
Amvrosiivka, Starobesheve, Komsomolske (now Kalmiuske) in Donetsk region,
and the Luhansk airport. The danger of the Russian occupation hung over the
city of Mariupol. Therefore, the reserve of the Ukrainian troops which were
previously prepared for the unblocking of the surrounding of Ilovaisk were to
stop an enemy attack on this almost half-millionth center of Azov Region. During

51 The forces of the ATO command started negotiations with representatives of the General Staff
(GS) of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation due to the critical situation of Ukrainian
troops and the task of preserving the lives of personnel. The negotiations continued between
the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine Colonel-General Viktor Muzhenko
and the First Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, Colonel-General
Nikolai Bogdanovsky, as well as at the level of management of the sector B and units of
the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, on providing safe humanitarian corridors
for the exit of the soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and other Ukrainian military
formations. As a result of negotiations, during which on August 26-28, 2014 only between
the generals V. Muzhenko and N. Bogdanovsky 12 telephone conversations took place; the
Russian side provided guarantees for the safe release of the Ukrainian military personnel
from the surrounding in a non-combat order on agreed routes. The additional guarantees of
a safe release were three captured Russian paratroopers, whom it was agreed to transfer their
representatives to the RF Armed Forces after leaving the surrounding. As it turned out, in
the course of negotiations, representatives of the Armed Forces of Russia were deliberately
delaying the time in order to arrange fire positions along the agreed route for the ATO forces
[PesynbraTu poscninyBanus [noBaiicbkoi Tparepii...; MyxeHko B. InoBaiicek 4epes mpusmy
vacy. YactuHa 3. Buxin 3 orouenns. BucHoBku. Ukrainian Military Pages. 2016. 26 cepn.
URL: https://www.ukrmilitary.com/2016/08/ilovajsk-kriz-pryzmu-3.html (dama 36epHenHs:
23.11.2019)].

52 AmnHamis BeJleHHA aHTUTEPOPMUCTUMYHOI omepalii Ta HacnmigkiB BroprHeHHsA Pociiicbkoi
Qepeparnii B Ykpainy y cepnni-BepecHi 2014 poxy. C. 19-20...; Pesynbratn poscnigyBaHHA
Inosaiicpkoi Tparepii...

53 PesynpraTty poscnigyBanHA [1oBaiicbKol Tparepii...
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September 2-5, 2014, Ukrainian units carried out series of successful military
raids in the areas of Komsomolske, Telmanove, Novoazovsk, and Starolasp.
Thanks to this, Ukrainians not only prevented a threat of losing Mariupol but
also released from the enemy Vuhledar, Volodymyrivka, Blahodatne, Olenivka,
Mykolaivka, Dokuchaievsk, Novotroitske. The spread of Russian aggression was
stopped and the territories controlled by the enemy were isolated.

39 3arubnux, COTHi MOpaHEeHNX — POKOBMHU POCIICBKOTO PaKeTHOTO OOCTpiny
nig 3eneHoni/uisiM (moiMeHHMI cmnmcok, ¢oTo, Bimeo). BilicbkoBuii
Hasirarop Ykpaimm. 2017. 11 mum. URL: http://milnavigator.com.ua/
archives/7192 (mara 3BepHeHHs: 23.11.2019).

100-1 rymanutapaasa xkonoHHa MYC Poccun BbimonHmna csoro sagauy. MUC
Poccumn. 2020. 26 Hos6. URL: https://www.mchs.gov.ru/deyatelnost/press-
centr/novosti/4316291 (mata obpamenus: 27.11.2020).

AHani3 BeleHHA aHTUTEPOPUCTMYHOI OIepalii Ta HaclifKiB BTOPTrHEHHA
Pociitcpkoi ®@epepanii B Ykpainy y cepnai-BepecHi 2014 poky. C. 2-3.
Minicmepcmeo o6oporu Yxpainu: o¢iniitamit Be6-caitt. URL: http:/
www.mil.gov.ua/content/other/anliz_rf.pdf (nara sBepuenns: 23.11.2019).

Ananis I'enepanvroeo wmaby 3CY w000 6otiosux Oiii Ha [ebanvuescvokomy
nnaydapmi 3 27 ciuns 0o 18 momoeo 2015 poky. MiHicTepcTBO 060pOHM
Yxpaiuu : odiniitanit Be6-cait. 2016. 3 mrot. URL: http://www.mil.gov.ua/
analitichni-materiali/analiz-generalnogo-shtabu-zsu-shhodo-bojovih-dij-
na-debalczevskomu-placzdarmi-z-27-sichnya-do-18-lyutogo-2015-roku.
html (mara sBepuenns: 23.11.2019).

bytycos IO. 12 uepBusa 2014 poky — mepiue 3aCTOCYBaHH:A pocilicbkux TaHKiB T-64 i
BTPis y Biitni na lon6aci. [lensop. HET. 2016. - 20 geps. URL: https://ua.censor.
net.ua/resonance/394183/12_chervnya_2014_roku_pershe_zastosuvannya_
rosiyiskyh_tankiv_t64_i_btriv_u_viyini_na_donbasi (mara 3BEPHEHHS:
23.11.2019).

B Vkpaini nepe6ysae nonay 3 tucsaui pociicbkux BiricbkoBux — I'enereit. Padio
Ceo600a. 2014. 14 Bep. URL: https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/26583309.
html (mara sBepuenns: 23.11.2019).

BaHTaXiBKM 3 Tak 3BaHOTO «T'YMKOHBOIO» BMBO3MIM 3 YKpaiHM 3armbmux
pociiicbkux conparis, - PHBO. iPress.ua.2014. 4 muct. URL: http://ipress.ua/
news/vantazhivky z_tak_zvanogo_gumkonvoyu_vyvozyly z_ukrainy
zagyblyh_rosiyskyh_soldativ__rnbo_93618.html (mata 3BEpPHEHHS:
23.11.2019).
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