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CONSERVATION OF GENETIC RESOURCES OF BROADLEAVED FOREST
TREE SPECIESIN UKRAINE

Resultsof activitiescarriedout in Ukrainewithin the scopeof the project«Geneticresources
of broadleavedforest tree speciesin SoutheasterrEurope» funded by the Ministry of
Financesof Luxembourg and coordinatedby IPGRI are presented.A complementary
approachwas chosenencompassinghe in situ conservationof geneticdiversity of native
forests, further developmentand use of technologiesfor ex situ conservationas well as
geneticallysustainabléorestmanagementA comprehensivanventoryof the existingsystem
of geneticreservesand otherin situ geneconservatiorunits to startthroughoutthe country,
with anemphasisn 2001 on Quercusand FagusresourcesParticularemphasisvasgivento
theinventoryof rarebroadleavedpeciesn therelevantgeneconservatiorunits. All partners
ensuredthe use of commoninformation standarddor descriptionof the geneconservation
units. The units inventoriedwere mappedusing GPSto be associatedo the relevantspecies
distributionmaps.ln 2001,theinventorywascarriedoutin 8 provinces:Ternopil, Chernivtsi,
Zhytomyr, Rivne, Sumy, Kharkiv, Poltavaand partly Crimea.93 genereserves,11 «plus»
standsand 416 «plus» trees have beeninventoried. Totally 123 sampleplots have been
establishedResultsof the inventory areto be addedto the existing EUFORGENdatabases
and to be madeavailableon the Internet. The original national databasecontainingmore
detailedinformationis underdevelopmentFeasibilitystudieson geneticinventoriesof beech
(Fagus sp.) using RFLP and RAPD methods have been started. The map of natural
distributionrangeof beechin Ukraine hasbeendeveloped.The areacoverstwo mountain
regionsin Ukraine:CarpathiangndCrimea.ln Carpathiarregionbeechis representethy the
specied-agussylvatica.ln Crimeabeechis representetty Fagustaurica,whichis considered
asa subspeciesf F. sylvaticaor a hybrid betweenF. sylvaticaandF. orientalis.Establishing
clonalarchiveof the mostendangere@lustreesof QuercugoburL. usingin vitro culturehas
been started.In order to support conservationstrategiesand proposeoptions for further
developingor updatinglegislation and policy systems,an analyseof the legal and policy
frameworkin Ukraineof mainlegislativedocumentsn forcein theareaof FGR conservation
has been done.
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