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I'norora B. O.
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FINLAND

The project of the New Ukrainian School states that creative and responsible
teachers, who are constantly working on their improvement, will be granted academic
freedom. Teachers will be able to develop their own syllabi, select textbooks, methods,
strategies, means and tools of education, and actively express their own professional
thoughts. The nation will guarantee freedom from intervention into teachers’ professional
activity. [10] In order for this to be implemented effectively future teachers should be
prepared to be more independent and have more practical skills.

The goal of this research is to identify how Finnish teacher training system manages
to be one of the most effective in the world and to formulate the reason why some elements
of this system may be implemented into Ukrainian teacher training program.

Teachers in Finland enjoy pedagogical autonomy in the classroom, are entrusted with
considerable independence in the classroom, have decision-making authority as concerns
school policy and management, are deeply involved in drafting the local curricula and in
development work and have responsibility for the choice of textbooks and teaching
methods. [3]

In Finland, teachers are required to have a master’s degree with the exception of
kindergarten teachers, whose qualification requirements include a bachelor’s degree. In
Finland, teacher education is a popular field of study, and higher education institutions are
in a position to select the most well-suited and the most motivated applicants for their
programmes. [9] These institutions select less than 10% of all the applicants. Finnish pre-
service teacher education has successfully generated high quality teachers for the
educational system. Finland has been a top-performing country in many international
comparisons (OECD, 2003; 2010; 2014). [4]

Universities provide teacher education programs to different teacher categories, e.g.,
elementary teachers (grade levels 1-6), subject matter teachers for lower (grade levels 7-9)
and upper secondary schools (grade levels 10-12), special needs teachers, study counselors
for schools, and adult and vocational teachers. Study programs are not closed units, and
students can design their own study plan according to the kind or kinds of formal
qualifications (e.g., only elementary or secondary teachers’ qualifications or both) they want
to achieve. However, every teacher must fulfill basic criteria in the amount and quality of
academic content knowledge and pedagogical studies with teaching practice. [4]
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At Finnish universities the structure of teacher degrees has been created in such a
way that the formal qualification can be advanced of widened after graduation. Teachers can
study separate university modules for pedagogies, specific subjects or multidisciplinary
topics to receive another teacher qualification or competence.

Teacher education programs are academically demanding, but simultaneously, they
lead to a professional practice. Theory and practice are integrated throughout studies.
Teaching practice has three different phases: orientation, intermediate practicum, and
advanced practicum, which expand student teachers’ responsibilities. [1]

A special feature that differentiates the Finnish teacher education from many other
countries is research studies in teacher education. [2; 5] Each student teacher has to
participate in research projects or seminars, to learn different research methods that can be
used in educational studies, and to write BA and MA theses. The goal is to learn about
knowledge creation and scientific critical thinking. The leading principle has been that
teachers need a thorough knowledge of the most recent research advances in the subjects
they teach. In addition, they need to be familiar with the latest research on how something
can be taught and learned. The aim is for teachers to internalize a research-oriented attitude
toward their work. This means that teachers learn to take an analytical and open-minded
approach to their work and that they develop teaching and learning environments in a
systematic way. The most important abilities they learn through research studies are critical
thinking, independent thinking, inquiring, scientific literacy, and questioning phenomena
and knowledge. [6] The general picture is very positive. Student teachers see research
studies as valuable for the teaching profession and see their future work as a continuation of
this developmental task. Jyrhdmi and Maaranen (2012) have also analyzed teachers’ and
student teachers’ concepts of and feedback on research studies in Finland. They found that
through research studies, teachers learn alternative ways of working, reflecting, dialoguing,
and gaining feedback for their work.

In Finland there are three mandatory in-service training days for every teacher each
year, but these can be used in very different ways depending on local decisions.

The Finnish National Board of Education (FNBE) emphasized the following core
values for the development of teaching profession competences: life-long learning,
knowledge and research-based orientation, effectiveness and anticipation of future needs
and competences in education. [8]

Taking into consideration the fact that Finnish education system is considered to be
one of the most effective in the world based on PISA results [7], we suggest that some
elements of Finnish teacher training programs be implemented into Ukrainian system.
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I'opGans I'. O.
OCOBJIUBOCTI ICUXOJOTI'TYHOI'O CYITPOBOAY YUUTEJIA
HOBOI YKPATHCBKOI IIKOJIN

3aranbHi TEHAEHIT PO3BUTKY OCOOMCTOCTI, COLIYMY, IPUHILUIIOBI 3MIHU y CUCTEMAX
COLIIANTbHUX BIJTHOCHH U B3a€MO/IIi BUMAraloTh BiJI Cy4acHOI JIOJUHU C(HOPMOBAHOCTI HOBUX
3maTHocTel. JluTHWHA, sKa OCBOIOE CYYaCHUW CBIT, CIpHiiMae HOTO HOBITHI TEXHOJIOTII,
HIBUAKOIUIMHHI 3MIHH, IJI00aJIbHI BUMIPU SIK MPUPOJHE CEPEAOBUILE BIACHOIO XKUTTS. Y
JOPOCIIOl K JIOJUHU MaroTh BiOyTHCS TpaHcdopMallii cTepeoTHniB, copMyBaTHCs HOBI
MOJICITI TOBEIIHKA Ta HOPMATUBHO-IIIHHICHE CTaBJCHHsS 10 HuUX. L{e moTpedye m01aTKOBUX
3yCWJib YCBIJOMJIEHHSI ceOe SIK 4acTUHU HOBOro cBiTy. OcoOauBO roctpo us mpodiema
MOCTAa€E B OCBITHHOMY CEPEJOBHIINE, KOJIH JOPOCTI — IMEJarorn — MaroTh BHOYIOBYBAaTH
TaKWii MPOCTIp PO3BUTKY 1 CTAHOBIIEHHS OCOOMCTOCTI, B IKOMY SIKICHO 1HTETPYIOTBCS CTIHKI
3arajibHOJIIOJICEKI W MEHTaJIbHI OCHOBH COINIaIbHOTO JKUTTS Ta I[IHHOCTI W HOPMH, IO
MPOAYKYIOTBCS HOBUMH 1H(GOpPMalLIHHO-KOMYHIKAUIMHUMUA TEXHOJOTIIMUA, CYYaCHUMU
CMHUCJIAMHU KXKUTTETISIIBHOCTI JIFOINHH.

Mu BBakaeMo, II0 OCHOBHUM HAampsiMOM Mpo¢eciiHoi MiArOTOBKH MENAroriB Mae
cTati Cc(OPMOBAHICTh TICUXOJOTIYHOI KYyJIbTYypH, YCBIJOMJICHHS 3HAYEHHS BJIACHOI
TICUXOJIOT1YHOT KOMIETEHTHOCTI. Y 3akjiajax OCBITH, IO 3/IACHIOIOTH MiJATOTOBKY W
NEPEeMiArOTOBKY OCBITSIH, MaloTh OYTHM BIOPOBAPKEHI MPOrpamMH, CIPsSMOBaHI Ha
(dbopMyBaHHS TICHXOJIOTO-TIEAArOTiYHOT TOTOBHOCTI JO 3MiH, PO3BUTKY CaMOCTIMHOCTI MU
KPUTUYHOCTI MUCJICHHS. AKTYaJIbHOIO € moTpeda cpopMOBAHOCTI B yUUTENs] KOMIETEHIIIMH,
SKHX BHMAararoTh MEPCIEKTUBU PO3BUTKY CYCIIJIbCTBA Ta SAKI MalOTh OyTH pPO3BUHEHI B
yuHiB. Bimznaummo, mo €Bpomeiicekuii [lapmament ta Paga (€C) Bu3HayaroTh BiCIM
OCHOBHUX KOMMETeHIIH [l]: CHIIKyBaHHS pPIiJHOIO MOBOIO; CIIUJIKYBaHHS 1HO3EMHUMU
MOBaMH; 3HAHHS MAaTEMAaTHKU Ta 3arajibHl 3HaHHS Yy cdepl HAyKd 1 TEXHIKU; HABUYKU
poboTr 3 TMGPOBHUMHM HOCISIMH, HaBUaHHS 3apaad 3M00yTTS 3HaHb, COIlATBbHI Ta
IPOMaJITHCHKI HABUYKH; 1HIIIATUBHICT Ta MPAKTUYHICTh; 0013HAHICTh TA CAMOBUPAKEHHS Yy

cdepl KyIbTypH.
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