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Henucrk IOnis Isaniena,
Biticokosuii konedic cepicanmcebko2o cKiady
Hayionanvnoi akademii cyxonymuux 8iticok

TROPES AS AN EFFECTIVE TOOL FOR CONTENT ANALYSIS
OF TEXTS

Content analysis has been defined as a systematic, replicable technique for
compressing many words of text into fewer content categories based on explicit rules
of coding. O.R.Holsti offers a broad definition of content analysis as ,,any technique
for making inferences by objectively and systematically identifying specified
characteristics of message” [1]. Content analysis enables researchers to sift through
large volumes of data with relative ease in a systematic fashion. It can be a useful
technique for allowing us to discover and describe the focus of individual, group,
institutional, or social attention.

Tropes software was developed by Semantic-Knowledge in 1994-2010 [2]. The
aim of the programme is to analyze texts, reducing them as far as possible to their
essentials.

Designed for Information Science, Market Research, Sociological Analysis and
Scientific studies, Tropes is a Natural Language Processing and Semantic
Classification software that guarantees pertinence and quality in Text Analysis.

The application quickly extracts relevant information, detects contexts, isolates
themes and identifies principal actors, by means of three levels of semantic
classifications. It is possible to define who says what to whom; who does what, where
and when; and with what purpose. Tropes uses Semantic Meta-Categories to group
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, personal pronouns and conjunctions. It also includes
Scenario tool which is an intelligent Thesaurus manager based on Semantic Networks
and Natural Language Text Analysis technologies, supplied with several ready-to-use
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classifications. After opening the text for analysis, the main analysis results appear
inside the frames on the left of the screen, while the text and the graphs are shown on
the right. The text can be analysed according to the following parameters: Text style,
Reference fields, References, Scenario, Relations, Frequent word categories, All
word categories, Verbs, Adjectives.

To prove the effectiveness of this tool for scholarly linguistic research one
sample text has been chosen for the analysis with the above described software. It
belongs to the presidential discourse as an expression of social interaction of the
institutional discourse. Genre pallete of the presidential discourse is very
multifarious: proclamations and administrative orders, memoranda, reorganization
plans, presidential directives, executive agreements and some others. | have chosen
one memorandum written by Barack Obama: Providing an Order of Succession
Within the Council on Environmental Quality [4].

a] Drganizatinn|
2 administratiun|

orgarization | &

time| 2 2 time
I:uehavinr|'| EIaﬂ
administratinnﬂ social_group 1 behavior

device| 1 1 n-:urth_amerin::a|

Fig.1 Relations of the reference field social group with other reference
fields in Presidential Memorandum: Providing an Order of Succession Within
the Council on Environmental Quality.
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Fig.2 Relations of the reference field important person with other
reference fields in Presidential Memorandum: Providing an Order of Succession
Within the Council on Environmental Quality.

Applying Tropes | have discovered the relations of the reference fields under
study with other reference fields in the text differentiating between the actants
(position to the left of the word) and the acted (position to the right of the word). The
results for the reference field Social group is displayed in Fig.1, the reference field
Important person is displayed in Fig.2. Analyzing the data reflected in those figures
I can make some inferences about matters of importance. Thus, it can be discovered
that: 1) the most important reference fields in the text are Social group, Important
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person; 3) the most essential actants for Social group are organization,
administration, time; 4) the most essential actants for important person are
organization, office, law. As the text chosen for the analysis belongs to the
presidential discourse the leading role played by the words belonging to the reference
field Social group is intrinsic. Detailed analysis of contexts for each chosen reference
field which are easily singled out and systematized with the help of the Tropes
provides additional insights into the language use. In general, the material obtained
with the help of this software can be viewed as the basis for the reconstruction of
lingual cultural codes characteristic of the presidential discourse as an expression of
social interaction of the institutional discourse. This research has claimed the
software application Tropes to be an effective instrument of content analysis of
different texts. The conducted study of the text illustrating Presidential memoranda
allowed to make conclusions concerning the close connection of two reference fields:
Social group, Important person.
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JOIHI'BICTUYHA KOHIEIIIIA I'NTIEPHAPATUBY

JIIHTBICTUYHI JOCIHIJKEHHS XYA0XHBOTO HApaTUBY 3a3HAJM 3MIH Ha MOYATKY
XXI cromnitts. 1o 00’€KTy BUBUCHHSI, SIKUM J0C1 OYB TEKCT, 0JIaHO HOBITHIO (popmy
NOCTTPAJAULIAHOTO MPO30BOTO TEKCTy — XyAoxHIN rineprekct (XI'T). Cyuache
MOBO3HABCTBO TIAYMauyuTh II€ SIBUINE SK HEOOMEKEHUH JIHIMHUM CIIOJyYEeHHSIM
CTPYKTYPHUX €JIEMEHTIB TBIp, 13 JOBUIbHOI, 0araTOMJIaHOBOIO CTPYKTYpOIO Ta 3
XapaKTEPHUM 3MIHHUM LIEHTPOM, OpIEHTOBAaHUN (OKYC SKOro 3aleXUTh BiJ
AisTbHOCTI ynTava [4, ¢. 58].

VY JHTBICTUYHOMY JHCKYpCl TpoOsiema po3risily XyHAOKHBOTO TEKCTY B
rineppeasbHOCTI 31100yna 0COONMMBOI yBaru. AKTyaJbHICTh BUBYEHHS XYIOKHBOTO
rinepHApaTUBY 3YMOBJICHO CKJIAJHICTIO TINEPTEKCTYabHOTO  CIOXKETYy, IO
CIIPUYUHIOE MHUCIICHHEBY OTIEpaIlil0 YuTada, y MpoIeci skoi GopMyeThCsi HOBHM THIT
YCBITOMJICHHSI peaibHOCTI. JltoquHa y crmiBmparii 3 KOMIT IOTEPHUMU TEXHOJIOTISIMH
pO3BHUBAE CBIM BIACHUW 1HTEJEKT, MUCJICHHS, YSABY, MPUHIUIN Ta OCOOJHMBOCTI
JIOTIKO-MHCIIEHHEBOTO ~ MojemoBaHHA.  ChorogHi  OaraTroMaHITHUNA  BIUIMB
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