Especially important areas of the research were: devolution reforms, social and
economic policies and the national vision of environmental policy. The fifth chapter
shows the idea of sustainable development within international policy of the British
New Labour. The topics included in this chapter deal with climate change policy, the
attempt of constructing a vision of sustainable development which is comparable with
the EU one, and the issues of the international development assistance.

The attempt to present the place and reception of sustainable development
within the New Labour ’s political doctrine in this monograph is only an initial stage
of the research. There is undoubtedly a need to present a comparative study in a
wider perspective, especially in the context of promoting the idea of sustainable
development by western social democratic parties. Yet, such research would require
writing another book.
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RURAL CULTURAL HERITAGE AS AN INNOVATIVE
TOOL OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT

This paper attempts to present the concept of innovation from rural perspective.
Based mostly on the literature studies, it begins with an overview of the link between
innovation and rural areas, with a focus on innovations based on cultural heritage. This is
followed by a presentation of practical solutions aimed at stimulating rural areas.

Innovation is usually perceived in categories of new technologies, products,
processes and services. It was demonstrated that innovative solutions are widely
available in urban areas in terms of easier access to modern infrastructure,
technology, financial capital, better education, and richer sources of human and social

28



capital. In Poland 38,6% of population live in rural areas within a total of 53,000
localities. Rural economies face challenges linked to structural change, low
accessibility, lack of critical mass, population ageing, limited access to information,
business services and financing [1, p. 49]. Despite these disadvantages, one can
notice unique assets, which may be used to create dynamic rural development. One of
these neglected assets is rural cultural heritage. Its role in innovative development, is
discussed below.

Within cultural heritage one can distinguish three main, interconnected groups:
achievements of tangible culture, achievements in the fields of intangible culture and
culture of space management. The rural heritage is described as the landscapes carved
out over centuries by people who lived off the land and, more generally, through the
exploitation of natural resources [3, p. 5]. It includes rural architecture, the local
products, techniques, tools, knowledge, as well as traditions, rituals, music and
customs, to mention only a few of the components. This potential is extremely rich,
but sometimes inconspicuous, hence disregarded. The paper discusses the examples
of the innovative use of tangible rural cultural heritage based on good practices from
Poland. Some of the ideas are presented in a provided table 1.

Table 1.
Examples of innovative use of tangible rural cultural heritage

Social, cultural and economical
benefits
Rescuing buildings which fall into ruins.
Enhancing tourist attractiveness of

Type of the
object
Historical mills,
cottages, manor

Action taken

Adaptation of the objects for renting with
keeping in original character and

houses. historical furnishings. the region.
Increase of employment.
Promotion of the cultural heritage of
the region.
Historical Protection of the rural landscape by Enhancing regional identity.
villages with a | creating a cultural park. Improving the aesthetics of the village.
traditional Reconstruction of one of the historical Widening the cultural offer.
layout. cottages in order to create an educational |Integrating and increasing the
farm with a wide range of activities for engagement of the local community.
the public. Creating favourable conditions for
Marking some historical cottages agrotourism development.
Revitalisation of the neglected communal |Stimulating entrepreneurship.
areas. Creating attractive public spaces.
Neglected Using disused tracks to operate handcars. |Promoting the cultural heritage of
communication |Organization of handcars’ tours with the area.
routes. stops at historical sites. Creating an original tourist
attraction.

Promotion of the traditional rural craft.

Forges, bakeries,
carpenter’s
shops.

Recreating ancient forge, bakery or
carpenter’s shop in order to cultivate the
traditional craftsmanship. Creating a
craft education centre.

Engaging local community.
Teaching new skills; creating
employment opportunities.

Railway stations.

Adaptation of abandoned/disused railway
stations by maintaining authentic railway
artefacts. Organising workshops,
trainings, concerts, theatre performances
together with accommodation for guests.

Rescuing historical railway stations.
Cultural revival of the region.
Increasing the cultural exchange
with external cultural centres.

Source: own elaboration.
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Rural area inhabitants face more barriers and receive fewer opportunities to
implement innovative solutions in order to gain social, cultural and economic
benefits. Cultural heritage might be a powerful source of reviving rural areas and
implementing innovative business solutions. The aim of this paper is to present some
original ideas which might be a critical stimulus for rural development.

References:

1. Innovation in the context of rural areas in OECD, Innovation and
Modernising the Rural Economy, OECD Publishing, Paris 2014.

2. Duriasz-Buthak J., Potomski K., Potok A., Rzecz o dziedzictwie na wsi,
Fundacja Wspomagania Wsi, Warszawa 20114.

3. European Rural Heritage Observation Guide — CEMAT, 2003.

Anna BECIIAJ/IOBA
M. Kuis, HJIEI MinekoHOMpPO3BUTKY Y KpaiHu

POJIb JEP’KABHOTI'O 3AMOBJIEHHS AIK ®OPMH
JAEPKABHOI NI ITPUMKU

HarionanpHa eKOHOMIKA € peanbHOIO 0a3010 Uil TIOEJHAHHS IHTEPECIB YCIX
Cy0’€KTIB €KOHOMIYHOTO XHUTTS B yciX cdepax 1 BuAax MiSUIBHOCTI CYCIIILCTBA.
Boanouac roBoputu mnpo ii edeKTHBHICTh MOXKHA JIMINE TOJI, KOJM BOHA Oyje
pO3rJIsiHyTa B TIpollecl Oe3mepepBHOTO MOBTOPEHHsS BUpoOHUITBA. [Ipu 1pomMy
(YHKILIOHYBaHHA €KOHOMIKM MOTpeOye MOJO0JIaHHSA 1 BpaXyBaHHS Py MEPEIIKO:
LIUKIIYHOTO  €KOHOMIYHOTO  PO3BUTKY, BHUpPILIEHHS  NpoOJeM  3alHATOCTI
Mpame3gaTHOTO HaceNeHHS, BEJCHHS TPOIIOBOTO TOCIOAAPCTBA B  yMOBax
MO>KJIMBOCTI BUHUKHEHHS 1HQIISLIT, MOCTIHHOTO 3MIIIHEHHS (PIHAHCIB MPU 1ICHYBaHHI
3arpo3u MosiBY 11 Kpu3u [2].

Jlep>kaBHE 3aBIaHHS MIATPUMKHA Ta MPUCKOPEHHS €KOHOMIYHOTO 3POCTaHHS,
MIIBUIIEHHS KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOXHOCTI HAIlIOHAIBHOI €KOHOMIKH TOTpeOye yBaru
K /10 TaJIy3€BO1 Ta IHCTUTYLIOHAJIBHOI CTPYKTYPH €KOHOMIKH, TaK 1 O IHCTPYMEHTIB
JIEp>)KaBHOI TPOMUCITIOBOT MOMITHKA. OJHMM 3 HaWBaXKIWBIMIUX 1HCTPYMEHTIB
MPOMHKCIIOBOT TIOJIITUKH, MOJKIIUBOCTI SIKOTO BHUKOPUCTOBYIOTHCSI HEIOCTATHHO
e(heKTHUBHO, € JepkaBHE 3aMOBJeHHS. lle 0OyMOBIIEHO HE TITBKH THUM, IIO BOHO
3aliMae 3HaYHE MICIE y BUJATKOBIM yacTUHI Oro/mkeTy YKpaiHH, a i 37aTHE MPSMO
BJIMBATH Ha PO3BUTOK BUPOOHMIITBA 1 30UIBIIEHHS 3aMHATOCTI B KpaiHi. OHak Jiro4a
HA JaHU MOMEHT CHCTEMa YIPaBIiHHA JACPKaBHUM 3aMOBJICHHSIM HEIOCTaTHHO
edeKTUBHA: TIPU 3pOCTAIOYMX OO0CATaxX JAEp>KaBHOTO 3aMOBJICHHS BCTaHOBIICHUH
NOPSAJIOK PO3MIIIEHHS JIEP>KAaBHOTO 3aMOBJICHHS HE OPIEHTYETHCS Ha peasi3alliio
HalllOHAJIbHO-JIEP>KaBHUX 1HTEPECIB 1 CIIpUsi€ 30epeKeHHI0 HEE()EKTUBHOI CTPYKTYpH
€KOHOMIKM CHPOBUHHOi CHpPSIMOBAaHOCTI, HE€ 3a0e3leuyroud, TakKuM YHHOM,
MOTEHIIHE €KOHOMIYHE 3pOCTaHHS.
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