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VOICETHREAD TAKES YOUR PRESENTATIONS A STEP FURTHER

Many employees of the Fiscal Service of Ukraine are faced with a formidable
challenge - how to communicate in a foreign language. One way of improving their
speaking and presentation skills is using VVoiceThread.

Being a keen supporter of using IT in the classroom, | somehow neglected a
very simple, yet powerful tool - the microphone.

Most students have it built-in in their laptops, and by encouraging them to use
it as often as possible, the teacher helps them to overcome their fear of speaking in
public, by recording themselves students have a chance to improve pronunciation,
speaking skills, and correct each other.

To involve students in this activity, | needed some simple, but functional
programs that combined writing, speaking and presenting.

My first attempt was Photo Story 3 by Microsoft.

A very simple application that allows you to upload photos, type your
comments right on the photos, and record your voice comments. Also, you can
upload a music track to play as background music.

But after some time | realized | needed a different program as the above
program does not allow you to add comments by other participants, and therefore you
can’t generate a discussion.

Playing around with Masher.com, | came to the conclusion it does pretty much
the same as Photo Story.

The way out was found when | came across VoiceThread [1, p.1], the program
that allows you to make comments about a topic under discussion by typing them,
recording them either using a microphone or a webcam [2, p.2]. You can invite all
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your students to comment about the topic, and each of them will be able to read their
comments or listen to them.

| am grateful to VoiceThread team for giving me an opportunity to use a
professional version free for six months; it is enough time to familiarize yourself with
the potential of the program and show your students what a powerful tool
VoiceThread is.

My first presentation was about market research, the topic we were studying
with a group of second-year HR students at that time.

VoiceThread turned out to be very easy to use. | uploaded ten photos about
market research using the program’s search button linked to Flickr.

If you want to upload photos from your computer, this option is also available,
but you need to download photos from the Internet beforehand to be able to do that.

Next, | recorded myself using a webcam. It is a nice option as students can see
you in flesh, commenting on the topic under discussion.

After that | invited students by sending them emails to join me and post their
comments. Just as | had expected, most of the students did not use a webcam or a
microphone to leave their comments. Accidentally-on-purpose | did not specify that |
would like students to post only their own comments, not the ones found on the web
or in a publication.

Some of them did exactly that - copied and pasted other people’s ideas. I had to
interfere and point out to this plagiarism, and asked students to redo their
presentations.

Just for the sake of experiment, | assigned a group of postgraduates to
comment on the topic ‘Making arrangements’. Prior to this, I had uploaded over
twenty photos related to the topic. The result was quite discouraging. Only one
student posted an audio comment, the rest just posted very short sentences
commenting about a few photos. Doodling, i.e. circling interesting parts or
underlying them, was out of the question.

This school year | am using a free version of VoiceThread as the professional
version | used expired in June.

My conclusion is that even using a free version, students can make excellent
presentations on the topics they study. A case in point is a VVoiceThread presentation
‘What Sergei N. should not do in his new job.” It is based on a unit we covered, and
its aim is to give me some practical advice by students on how to behave in a new
job. | deliberately uploaded only two photos, hoping that my students would continue
the story. Alas, this time they made a lot of audio and text comments, but only about
the first photo; only one student posted comments about the second photo.
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After listening carefully to their comments, | found out that they had not
bothered to listen to their group mates’ comments. What seemed obvious to me, fell
outside the students’ interests.

This time | had to explain in much greater detail [3, p.4] to the students the
criteria | base my evaluation of their presentations on:

1. Students’ typed comments must be their own, not stolen from
other people.

2.  Students should not limit themselves to commenting about one
photo only.

3. Students must always listen to other comments, and be able to sum
them up.

4.  Students, before uploading webcam and audio comments, should
rehearse them. If they prepare comments in advance, you can hear that right
away.

Speaking about using a free version of the program, | would like to draw your
attention to the fact that if you already have three VoiceThread presentations, you
have to delete one of them to be able to make a new one. It is a bit sad, but still gives
you enough stimuli to keep on using VoiceThread [4, p.6].

| try to use VoiceThread presentations for each unit we cover, especially the
case studies at the end of a unit. You can make VoiceThread presentations about a
million things. The more interested your students are, the better a presentation will
be.

A couple of weeks ago, at a long last, a few students asked me to assign them
to prepare a VoiceThread presentation about ‘Secrets to being a successful manager.’
This time there were a lot of audio comments, typed ones, but the most interesting
was a comment done in rap. The student just sang his tips in rap.

http://voicethread.com/share/2693261/

VoiceThread can be used by student teachers, higher education faculty, college
students, families, businesses, professionals, and anyone who is associated with a
group and needs a systematic way to discuss, share, and collect comments on a given
topic [5, p.4]. Its uses are certainly cross-curricular and it can be integrated into any
subject or particular setting with these needs.
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®OPMYBAHHS TPOPECIMHUX KOMIETEHTHOCTEN
MAMBYTHIX ®AXIBIIB ®ICKAJBHOI CJIYKEU B YMOBAX
JTIJDKATAJIBALIT

B ymoBax nmimkuranizaiiii nepemaraTuMe Toi, XTo He 00iThCsl 3MIHIOBATHCS Ta
MucnuTd MacmrabHo. Crpateris «mudpoBizallii» — 1€ OCHOBa IisUTBHOCTI, TOOTO
OCHOBa O13Hec-cTparerii. TpaauiliiiHi JIAHITIO)KKH CTBOPEHHS IIIHHOCTI PYWHYIOThCS, a
MDKTray3eBl KOpPJOHU CTHUparOThbcs. baHku, piTelna, MOPOMHUCIOBI KOMIaHIi,
TUCTpUOYIisi, BUPOOHUIITBO, JIEP>KaBHI YCTAaHOBH TOIIO KPOK 3a KPOKOM CTalOTh
TEXHOJIOTIYHUMHU KOMIIaHIsIMU Ta opraHizaiisiMu. bisHec, MicTa Ta HaBiTh LTI KpaiHu
CTalOTh «IUppoBUMIY. Uepe3 BIPOBAIHKEHHS 1HTEICKTyallbHUX Ta MUGPOBUX PyHK-
Iii 3MIHIOETHCS IIHHICTh MPOAYKTIB Ta MOCIyT, a (pi3UYHI MPOIECH Ta JaHi, KOTpi
cTad «UM(PPOBUMU» Ta «XMApPHUMH», — MEPETBOPIOIOTHCS HA CEPBICU Ta CTAIOTh
JaCTHHOIO «IHU(PPOBOI» ekoHOMIikH. «Big Data» ta «IHTepHeT peueii» BeayTh BUPOO-
HUunii cBIT 10 «[HIyCcTpii 4.0», 10 KibepcucteM Ta kibepBupoOHHUIITBA [1, €. 86].

[Mupoke BOpoBamKeHHS 1HGOPMAIITHIX TEXHOJOTINH B yCi chepr eKOHOMIY-
HOTO JKUTTS 3yYMOBJIOE€ TOTpeOy B mpariBHUKaxX HOBOI (opmartii. Take >k muTaHHA
noctano 1y JepxaBHiii dickanpHii cnyx0i Ykpaiau (JPC) y 3B’s3Ky 3 3MiHOIO i
OCHOBHO1 (hYHKIIIi 3 KOHTPOJIIOIOYOi Ha cepBicHY [2, c. 152]. ep:kaBHi moaaTkoBi
iHcnekuii 37iCHIOBATUMYTh CEpBICHE OOCITYrOBYBaHHS IUIATHHKIB TOJATKIB Ta
peecTpalito, BeAeHHsI OOJIKY TUIATHUKIB TOJATKIB Ta IJIATHUKIB €IMHOTO BHECKY,
00'eKTIB OMIOJJaTKYBaHHS Ta 00'€KTiB, MOB'A3aHUX 3 OMOJATKYBaHHSAM. TOMY ChOTOJIHI
HAJ[BAXJIMBUM € TTUTAHHS MiATOTOBKY KBaliikoBaHuX (paxiBimiB (ickambHOT CIIy 0w,
110 37]aH1 YCHIIIHO MPAIIOBATH B YMOBaX JUHAMIYHOTO «IIU(POBOTO» CBITY.
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