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PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF IT EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF SPECIALISTS FOR ECONOMIC AND ACCOUNTING NEEDS IN UKRAINE
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In the context of economic digitalization and the global transformation of business processes, the training of IT professionals capable of supporting the development of finance, accounting, and economic systems has become increasingly critical.
Firstly, despite the ongoing war and economic uncertainty, Ukraine's IT sector continues to demonstrate sustainable growth. Domestic companies are actively introducing technological innovations, strengthening their positions in international markets, and creating digital products that improve the efficiency of financial management and accounting practices. These advancements are backed by internal and external investments, fostering job creation and boosting the competitiveness of Ukrainian IT services [1].
Secondly, the digitization of the economy is generating demand for new professional profiles  data analysts, cybersecurity experts for financial systems, developers of accounting algorithms, AI specialists, and digital transformation consultants. These roles offer broad opportunities for career advancement and upskilling, aligned with the evolving needs of the labor market.
Thirdly, the IT industry remains one of the most attractive employment sectors due to its high income potential, flexible work formats, and widespread remote work opportunities. These conditions promote better work-life balance, increased productivity, and the growth of entrepreneurial initiatives  particularly in fintech, audit automation, and cloud-based accounting services.
Moreover, the increasing number of sole proprietors in IT reflects the growth of small businesses in this area, contributing to job creation, tax revenues, and the expansion of tech-driven financial services.
Ukrainian educational institutions are leveraging their academic autonomy to modernize curricula, integrating IT tools into economic and accounting disciplines.



They actively cooperate with industry and government to deliver specialized training in financial analytics, digital reporting, and management accounting. This allows the development of highly skilled professionals who meet modern business demands. International collaboration also plays a significant role. Ukrainian universities and IT companies engage in global projects, partner with foreign academic institutions, and participate in international training initiatives. These efforts ensure alignment with global standards and enhance the global competitiveness of Ukrainian specialists [2].
However, there are several persistent challenges that affect the preparation of IT specialists for the economic sector. These include a lack of focus on STEM subjects in schools, insufficient career guidance, low popularity of vocational education, outdated infrastructure, and a noticeable gender gap in choosing technical careers. Additionally, Ukraine lacks a unified strategic framework for IT education, which hinders coordinated workforce planning and long-term capacity development.
To effectively train IT specialists capable of meeting the current needs of the economy and the accounting sector, it is essential to develop a structured educational development strategy. The key strategic steps supporting this process are presented in Figure 1.STRATEGY FOR THE FUTURE OF IT EDUCATION IN UKRAINE
THE ROLE OF IT SPECIALISTS IN ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT

STEP 1. Government view of IT education funding as an investment. It is essential to develop a state-level understanding that spending on IT education is an investment in well-planned projects with pedagogical, social, and economic benefits.


STEP 2. Establishment of a national IT education system. The development of IT education should be comprehensive, covering all levels and formats, ensuring continuity and accessibility for all population groups.


STEP  3.  Strategy  development  and  conceptual  framework. It is necessary to design a clear strategy for IT education development and create targeted concepts for each educational level to achieve specific goals.


STEP 4. Reducing the digital divide.
Ensuring broad public access to digital technologies and resources is vital, as is improving the population's digital literacy.
STEP 5. Implementation of innovative teaching methods. Modern teaching methods and skill-development formats should be actively introduced in all educational institutions.
STEP  6.  Psychological  readiness  for  an  IT  career. The involvement of psychologists and social workers in educational institutions will help young people better prepare mentally for professional careers in IT.
STEP   7.   Development   of   career   guidance   centers. A network of career centers should be created to assist students and pupils in discovering opportunities for self-realization in the IT sector.

STEP 8. Expansion of non-formal education opportunities. Building a broad network of non-formal education institutions will enhance the availability and variety of educational services.


Figure 1. Strategy for the Future of IT Education in Ukraine [2]
To address these issues and ensure sustainable IT education development, the following strategic directions are proposed:
178



1. Positioning IT education funding as an investment in human capital for economic productivity.
2. Establishing an integrated educational framework that bridges IT, economics, and accounting.
3. Expanding dual education systems through partnerships between universities, businesses, and government.
4. Enhancing the digital literacy of future economists and accountants.
5. Implementing innovative teaching formats (EdTech, simulations, virtual labs).
6. Recognizing the outcomes of non-formal education, such as certifications and digital courses.
7. Supporting regional educational initiatives that foster local entrepreneurship in accounting tech and digital finance.
In conclusion, the integration of IT education with economic and accounting disciplines is a key pillar for developing Ukraine's future workforce. It will not only improve the efficiency and transparency of financial processes but also drive the growth of the digital economy at large.
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