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THE COURT SYSTEM OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NOTHERN IRELAND

In accordance with the theory and practice of the division of powers the judiciary
is an independent sphere of public authority and represents a set of powers for the
administration of justice, the interpretation of the rules of law, with the corresponding
control powers of courts as specially authorized bodies. Although the judiciary is
called the "the third power" after the legislative and executive branches, the court
systems of different countries vary due to their historical and cultural traditions.

The United Kingdom unites four historic provinces: England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales. Great Britain is a country of parliamentary democracy that acts
within the constitutional monarchy. The monarch is the head of state, and the prime
minister appointed by the monarch is, in practice, the British political leader and acts
as the head of the government of Her Majesty.

There is no constitution in the country in the form of a single written basic law.
Legislative acts approved by the parliament and judicial precedents are of
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constitutional significance. Legislature is exercised by Parliament (which consists of
House of Commons and House of Lords). Judicial power is represented by British
courts. British courts are deprived of the right to review or revoke Parliament's acts [3,
p.2-3]. The peculiarity of the British legal system is that the courts including the
Supreme Court of the State and the High Courts (House of Lords, the Court of Appeal
and the High Court of Justice), also take part in the creation of the law together with
the Parliament [2, p.179].

The Courts of the United Kingdom are separated into three separate jurisdictions
as the United Kingdom does not have a single, unified judicial system, serving
England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The judiciary consists of the
following main institutions:

e The Court Chamber of the House of Lords (the highest appellate body in civil
matters throughout the country, in criminal cases in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland).

eSupreme Courts of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

e Scottish Session and Supreme Court [1, p.26].

County Courts and magistrates courts belong to lower courts in England and
Wales. The most common type of court is the magistrates’ court. There are 700
magistrates’ courts and about 30,000 magistrates. County Courts consist of over 350
judges.

County courts are the basic civil justice bodies in which almost 90% civil cases
are heard judges. Their powers include the liquidation, association or creation of new
County court. The decisions of the County court are seen in the Court of Appeal, but
only with the consent of the court that made the decision and as a rule only in case of
new evidence and not the fact of the crime.

Magistrates' Courts try basic criminal cases. They can only sentence within a fine
or imprisonment for up to 6 months. If the magistrates admit that the accused
deserves more severe punishment, they will file cases to the Crown Court. Criminal
cases are tried by the Crown Court, which has 90 branches in different towns and
cities.

High Court has three division: Family Division that deals with non-criminal cases
to do with domestic law; Chancery Division that deals with business and property law;
Queens Bench Division that deals with other civil cases including those of slander and
breach of contract.

The highest court of appeal in England and Wales is the House of Lords.
Scotland has its own High Court in Edinburgh that hears all appeals from Scottish
courts.

Supreme Court of the United Kingdom was created in 2005 year. It serves as the
highest court of appeal in England and Wales and in Northern Ireland, and for civil
cases in Scotland [4, p.9]

The legal system of Northern Ireland is similar to that of England and Wales. It
has its own court system: the superior courts are the Court of Appeal, the High court
and the Crown court, which together comprise the Supreme Court of Judicature.

The principles and procedures of the Scottish court system differ in many points
from the court system of England and Wales. Criminal cases are tried in district
courts, sheriff courts and the Court of Session. The main civil courts are sheriff courts
and the Court of Session. District court are staffed and administered by the district
and island local authorities [1, p.127].
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In conclusion, there are three separate jurisdictions of Courts of United Kingdom.
In England and Wales, the judicial system consists of the following courts:
magistrates' courts, county courts, the Crown Court, Supreme Court of Appeal and
Supreme Court. The court system of Scotland and Northern Ireland is different. In
Northern Ireland the judicial system consists of the superior courts such as the Court
of Appeal, the High court and the Crown Court, which together comprise the Supreme
Court of Judicature. The judicial system of Scotland is made up of district courts,
sheriff courts and the Court of Session.
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MPABOBE BUXOBAHHSA SAK 3ACIB 3A0IMCHEHHSA MPABOBOI COLIIANI3ALIT

AKTyanbHiCTb TeMU Nondarae y TOMy, O NpaBOBE BMXOBaHHA € HaA3BMYaNHO
Ba)NMBUM y (popMyBaHHI CBIAOMOCTI CyYyacHMX yKpaiHuiB. bifnbLll rocTpo CTOITb AaHa
npobnematuka i yepe3 Te, wWo OinNblwa 4acTMHa HacCeNeHHA Mae Le npaBoBYy
CBiJOMICTb pPajsiHCbKOro MWHYSOro, a 3 u4acy 3400yTTa YKpaiHO He3aneXHOoCTi
BaXMBOr0 akUEHTyBaHHA Ha Uil Temi Tak i He Bigbynocb. TOMy uUe 3yMOBIIHOE
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