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FORMATION OF THE EU-UKRAINE CROSS-BORDER 

COOPERATION CONCEPT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF FLAGSHIP PROJECTS 

 
The customs policy of each country is aimed at protecting its economic 

interests through the application of various tariff and non-tariff measures [1, 
pp. 112–129]. Granting the status of a candidate for EU accession obliges 
Ukraine to take into account international standards and requirements related 
to customs policy. In connection with military aggression, the availability of 
effective and international standards-compliant customs regulation tools is 
critically important. Such instruments should be implemented according to 
the requirements and recommendations of the EU to ensure competitiveness 
and restore the development of the country’s economy.  

In the Grenada Declaration, signed in October 2023, the European 
Council states that the enlargement process reflects a strategic effort to 
ensure peace, security, stability and economic prosperity. However, the 
declaration also clearly defines the criteria that must be met by both the 
future member states and the EU itself, before new members can join. 

The implementation of flagship projects requires a strategic 
partnership between the EU and Ukraine aimed at the joint development of 
cross-border territories and ensuring their sustainable economic and social 
development. In this context, it is necessary to develop effective 
mechanisms of cooperation and coordination between government 
institutions, local communities, business structures and public organizations 
for the successful implementation of flagship projects. The Ukraine-EU 
Defense Industries Forum is the first step in the implementation of the 
European Defense Industrial Strategy (EDIS), announced in March 2024 
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[2]. This event opens up opportunities to identify initiatives, agreements and 
key joint projects between the defense sectors of Ukraine and the EU, in 
particular, through the formation of joint ventures. This approach will 
contribute to even closer cooperation between defense enterprises and the 
gradual integration of the Ukrainian defense industry into the European 
defense technological and industrial base, which, in turn, will contribute to 
the process of Ukraine’s accession to the European Union. 

Ensuring sufficient funding for flagship projects requires a 
combination of EU funds, government budgets, private sector investment 
and international financial institutions. More than 400 representatives of 
governments, EU and Ukrainian defense industry, industry associations, key 
partner countries and organizations, as well as EU institutions gathered at 
the Forum. Business meetings create a platform for active cooperation 
between enterprises, including small and medium ones. This will help 
strengthen ties between business entities and create opportunities for 
specific partnership interaction, which will contribute to the development of 
the defense and industrial sectors of the EU and Ukraine. 

Infrastructure projects (ports, energy, environmental protection) are 
the priority areas of cooperation to maximize socio-economic impact. The 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a decision on the ratification of five 
international treaties on the financing of European Union programs in the 
field of cross-border and transnational cooperation. This decision creates a 
legal basis for the entry into force of concluded international agreements and 
Ukraine’s full participation in cooperation programs such as «Black Sea 
Basin», «Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine», «Poland-Ukraine», 
«Romania-Ukraine» and Danube regional program. These programs receive 
funding from the European Union and are aimed at joint projects and the 
development of cooperation between participating countries. The 
ratification of the treaties reflects Ukraine’s commitment to cooperation and 
integration of the Ukrainian economy and projects into the European 
context, which can contribute to improving the efficiency and development 
of both parties. 
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ENHANCING TRADE SECURITY:  
THE EVOLUTION OF AEO IN THE EU CUSTOMS REFORM  

 
The landscape of supply chain security has undergone a significant 

transformation with the emergence of partnership programs like the 
Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) program. This evolution traces back 
to the US Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (STRAT) 
program1, initiated in response to the events of September 11, 2001, marking 
a paradigm shift in trade security. 

The Authorized Economic Operators (AEO) Programme was 
introduced in 2007 as part of the WCO’s flagship Customs-Business 
partnership initiative as the response of the WCO to the September 11 
attacks. It emerged from the SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and 
Facilitate Global Trade2 and aimed to enhance supply chain security and 
facilitate legitimate trade through Customs-to-Business partnerships. 

 
1 Customs and Border Protection. (n.d.). CTPAT: Customs Trade Partnership 

Against Terrorism. Retrieved from https://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-
entry/cargo-security/CTPAT  

2 WCO (2021). SAFE Framework of Standards. Retrieved from 
https://www.wcoomd.org/-media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/ 
instruments-and-tools/tools/safe-package/safe-framework-of-standards.pdf  


